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THE CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ALBANY

PARTNERS

THE NEW YORK STATE COUNCIL OF SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS

THE NEW YORK STATE SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION

QUESTAR III

The mission of the City School District of Albany is to 
educate and nurture all students to be responsible citizens, critical 
thinkers, and life long learners to successfully compete in the 
global community by providing an academically rigorous and 
safe environment in partnership with parents, students, and the 
community.

For more information, go to www.albanyschools.org/

The New York State Council of School Superintendents is a 
professional and advocacy organization with over a century of service 
to school superintendents in New York State. The Council provides its 
more than 800 members with numerous professional development 
opportunities, publications and personal services, while advocating for 
public education and the superintendency.

 For more information, go to www.nyscoss.org/

Questar III provides more than 250 instructional and 
support services to its 23 school districts with about 40,000 
students in Rensselaer, Columbia and Greene counties of New York State. Through Questar III, school 
districts can offer programs and services more economically, efficiently and equitably by sharing their 
costs. The name Questar III reflects an evolution in the organization’s role and mission that has taken 
place over the last decade. “Quest” stands for the educational journey and our search for excellence; 
“Star” for the brilliance of our programs, staff and students; and “III” for the three counties we serve.

For more information, go to www.questar.org/

The New York State School Boards Association 
serves as the statewide voice of more than 700 boards of 
education. The collective influence of some 5,000 school 
board members, who constitute half the elected officials in 
the state, enables the Association to work toward the benefit 
of the elementary and secondary public school system 
in New York State. School board members are the educational leaders of their communities; they 
determine policies that govern the operation of their local public school system. 

For more Information, go to www.nyssba.org/
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THE NEW YORK STATE UNITED TEACHERS

SRN LEADS OF STANFORD UNIVERSITY

MEDIATED OUTCOMES

NYSUT is more than 585,000 people who work in, or are 
retired from, New York’s schools, colleges, and healthcare facilities. 
We are classroom teachers, college and university faculty and 
professional staff, school bus drivers, custodians, secretaries, 
cafeteria workers, teacher assistants and aides, nurses and healthcare 
technicians. NYSUT is a federation of more than 1,200 local unions, 
each representing its own members. We are affiliated with the American Federation of Teachers (AFT) 
and the National Education Association (NEA). We are also part of organized labor—the AFL-CIO—and 
of Education International, with more than 20 million members world wide.

For more Information, go to www.nysut.org/www.nysut.org/

The School Redesign Network (SRN) was established 
in 2000 at Stanford University to build, capture and 
share research-based knowledge to transform secondary 
schools and school systems. Our mission is to help 
support and sustain equitable schools and districts that 
are intellectually rigorous, high performing, and designed to help all students master the knowledge and 
skills needed for success in college, career and citizenship. The Leadership, Equity & Accountability in 
Schools and Districts (LEADS) network was established in 2006 to further the work of SRN specifically 
at the district level. LEADS applies cutting-edge knowledge from scholars and practitioners in education 
and business to the complex challenges confronting urban school systems. LEADS operates on the 
principle that equitable and high-achieving school systems require powerful classroom instruction 
supported by performance-driven central offices.

For more information, go to www.srnleads.org/

Mediated Outcomes provides articles, books, and publications in support of educational change. 
The company also conducts educational conferences and events related to high achievement and 
literacy. Mediated Outcomes, in its on-going partnership with NUA, provides management assistance 
for many NUA projects including this conference.

For more information, go to www.mediatedoutcomes.com/
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WEDNESDAY   ■  THURSDAY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

WEDNESDAY - MARCH 26
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Registration  Crowne Plaza Hotel

THURSDAY - MARCH 27
7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.  Registration  Crowne Plaza Hotel

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. School Visits to Albany Schools

8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  A Day With NUA - Morning Session Crowne Plaza Hotel

8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Introduction To Dynamic Assessment Crowne Plaza Hotel
 And Mediated Learning - Morning Session

1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. A Day With NUA - Afternoon Session Crowne Plaza Hotel

1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Introduction To Dynamic Assessment Crowne Plaza Hotel
 And Mediated Learning - Afternoon Session

4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. New York Financial Literacy Forum  Crowne Plaza Hotel
 (by invitation) 

7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Welcoming Reception Crowne Plaza Hotel Ballroom
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MARCH 28TH   ■  FRIDAY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

FRIDAY - MARCH 28 
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. Registration

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Bookstore Room 7

8:30 a.m. - 9:40 a.m. SESSION 1
 PEDRO NOGUERA, Featured Speaker Convention Hall
 JAMES COMER, Featured Speaker Swyer Theater at the Egg 
 DONNA ALVERMANN, Featured Speaker Room 6 
 Breakout Speakers Convention Hall Rooms 1–5,
          Museum Room A/B and
          The Hart Theater Lounge
9:40 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Break

10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. SESSION 2 
 Guest Speakers - Welcoming Convention Hall
 ERIC COOPER - Calling Together/Exordium Convention Hall 
11:40 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. Ticketed Luncheon
 DAVID ROTH, Speaker Room 6

 LUNCH ON YOUR OWN

12:45 p.m. - 1:55 p.m. SESSION 3 
 DONNA OGLE, Featured Speaker Swyer Theater at the Egg
 JAWANZA KUNJUFU, Featured Speaker Convention Hall 
 MICHAEL FRONING, Featured Speaker Clark Auditorium
 DAVID ROTH, Featured Speaker Room 6
 Breakout Speakers Convention Hall Rooms 1–5,
          Museum Room A/B and 
  The Hart Theater Lounge 
1:55 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. Break

2:15 p.m. - 3:35 p.m. SESSION 4
 PROFESSOR REUVEN FEUERSTEIN, Keynote Speaker Convention Hall

4:05 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. SESSION 5
 DAVID HYERLE, Featured Speaker Swyer Theater at the Egg
 JUDITH LANGER, Featured Speaker Convention Hall
 ASKIA DAVIS, Featured Speaker Clark Auditorium Museum
 RELEAH LENT, Featured Speaker Room 1
 MAMIE MERRIFIELD, Featured Speaker Room 6
 Breakout Speakers Convention Hall Rooms 2–5,
          Museum Room A/B and
          The Hart Theater Lounge
5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.  “Fireside Chats” with Presenters Room 6

7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Reception  Crowne Plaza Hotel Ballroom
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MARCH 28TH   ■  FRIDAY

Session I Featured Presenters  Friday 8:30–9:40 AM

Creating Conditions that Promote Student Achievement
CONVENTION HALL  Audience: All Grades
Theme: Promoting High Intellectual Performance and Enrichment

Presenter: PEDRO NOGUERA

While the movement for standards and accountability has largely succeeded in bringing greater attention to 
the issues surrounding student achievement, surprisingly little attention has been given to what it takes to create 
conditions in schools that will make achievement more likely. Missing from much of the policy debate related to 
achievement is how to support and cultivate effective teaching in schools. This presentation will describe strategies 
that have proven effective elsewhere for supporting teaching and learning. It will also explore how schools can 
develop effective partnerships with parents to further efforts to raise achievement and how data can be used to 
develop school reforms that lead to transformations in the culture and structure of schools.

Pedro Noguera, Ph.D., is a professor in the Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Human Development 
at New York University. He is also the executive director of the Metropolitan Center for Urban Education and the 
co-director of the Institute for the Study of Globalization and Education in Metropolitan Settings (IGEMS). An urban 
sociologist, Noguera’s scholarship and research focuses on the ways in which schools are influenced by social and 
economic conditions in the urban environment. Noguera has served as an advisor and engaged in collaborative 
research with several large urban school districts throughout the United States. He has also done research on issues 
related to education and economic and social development in the Caribbean, Latin America and several other 
countries throughout the world. Between 2000 and 2003, Noguera served as the Judith K. Dimon Professor of 
Communities and Schools at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. From 1990 to 2000, he was a professor 
in social and cultural studies at the Graduate School of Education and the director of the Institute for the Study of 
Social Change at the University of California, Berkeley.

Educator Preparation and the Development of Children and Youth
SWYER THEATER (AT THE EGG)  Audience: All Grades
Themes: Promoting High Intellectual Performance and Enrichment; Educator Preparation

Presenter: JAMES COMER

Development and the kind of learning that is needed for school and life success are inextricably linked. All 
children are underdeveloped and need support from birth to maturity; and children from non-mainstream family 
and social networks are in greatest need. Many educators, through no fault of their own, are not prepared to 
support development in practice. This presentation will explore the link between development and learning and will 
consider a framework for preparing pre and in-service educators to apply developmental principals in practice.

James P. Comer, M.D., M.P.H., the Maurice Falk Professor of Child Psychiatry at the Yale University School of 
Medicine’s Child Study Center, has been a Yale medical faculty member since 1968. During these years, he has 
concentrated his career on promoting a focus on child development as a way of improving schools. His efforts in 
support of healthy development of young people are known internationally. 

Dr. Comer perhaps is best known for the founding of the Comer School Development Program in 1968, which 
promotes the collaboration of parents, educators, and community to improve social, emotional, and academic 
outcomes for children that, in turn, helps them achieve greater school success. His concept of teamwork has 
improved the educational environment in more than 500 schools throughout America.

Adolescent Literacy: Fact, Fiction, and Future
ROOM 6 (AT THE CONVENTION CENTER) Audience: All Grades
Theme: Assessment, Language Development and Literacy

Presenter: DONNA ALVERMANN

Much has been written lately about the adolescent literacy achievement gap. Some of that information distorts 
what the research actually says about adolescent literacy, per se. This session will focus on the fact, fiction, and 
future of adolescent literacy in relation to closing the achievement gap.

Donna Alvermann is professor of language and literacy education at the University of Georgia, where she 
teaches courses on young people’s literacies (digital, visual, and print). From 1992 to 1997, she co-directed the 
National Reading Research Center, funded by the U.S. Department of Education. A past co-chair of IRA’s Adolescent 
Literacy Commission and immediate past-editor of Reading Research Quarterly, Alvermann has also worked on 

Alvermann

Comer

Noguera

Session I
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the 2009 NAEP reading framework. Her books include Content Area Reading and Literacy: Succeeding in Today’s 
Diverse Classrooms (5th ed.), Reconceptualizing the Literacies in Adolescents’ Lives (2nd ed.), and Adolescents and 
Literacies in a Digital World.

Session I Breakout Presenters Friday 8:30–9:40 AM

Strategies in Action
HART THEATER LOUNGE (AT THE EGG) Audience: All Grades
Themes: Assessment, Language Development and Literacy; Promoting High Intellectual Performance 
and Enrichment

Presenters: KANDIE ANTONETTI and LISA HOUSE, City School District of Albany

The audience will observe the demonstration of strategies being taught to a group of 6th grade students from 
Philip Livingston Magnet Academy in Albany. Participation of the audience will be encouraged.

Kandie Antonetti and Lisa House are teachers on the 6th grade team at Philip Livingston Magnet Academy in 
Albany. The have been involved with the National Urban Alliance since its inception in Albany and are currently 
NUA coaches for their building.

Using NUA Strategies in the High School Classroom
CLASSROOM A/B (AT THE MUSEUM) Audience: Grades 9–12
Theme: Promoting High Intelligence Performance and Enrichment

Presenter: JOHN DEER, City School District of Albany

This session will model and show off materials from various lessons that have been done at the high school 
level in the fields of social studies and math.

John Deer has been a teacher at Albany High School for two years and has worked in the City School District of 
Albany for the past four years as a teacher’s aid and substitute teacher as well. He currently teaches global history to 
9th and 10th graders.

The Effects of Students’ Exposure to Violence on Teacher Practice
HUXLEY THEATER (AT THE MUSEUM) Audience:  PreK–Grade 8
Themes: Learning Needs of Boys; Creating Culturally Competent Classrooms; Educator Preparation

Presenter: DAVID HATCH

This presentation will show the relationship between students’ exposure to violence (specifically media 
and bullying) and teacher practice. It will include the presenter’s own and related research findings as well as 
recommendations.

David Hatch earned his Ph.D. from Oregon State University. He has been teaching at Eastern Oregon 
University for three years. His passion for children has led him to study the effects of violence on the classroom and 
the perspective of teachers.

Connected Comprehension Instruction
ROOM 1  Audience:  PreK–Grade 8
Themes: Assessment, Language Development and Literacy; Promoting High Intellectual Performance 
and Enrichment

Presenter: AMY RINDAL

In this session, teachers will see the importance of explicit comprehension instruction and experience 
techniques using conversations that springboard into natural curiosity and new learning. Participants will learn to 
spark thoughtful reflection on a text regarding the application of a specific comprehension strategy, highlighting the 
fact that reading is a thinking activity.

Amy Rindal, M.Ed., is the national consultant for Rigby Professional Development. As a reading specialist and 
licensed master reading teacher, she has provided teacher support and literacy instruction at nearly every grade level in 
K–6. Her focus is empowering students through the individualized instruction and consistent opportunities for success.

MARCH 28TH   ■  FRIDAY
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Why It Matters to Find Out What the Students Believe  
as Well as the Teachers!
ROOM 2  Audience: All Grades
Themes: Promoting High Intellectual Performance and Enrichment; Educator Preparation; Leadership 
and the Challenges of the 21st Century

Presenter: JEANNE ZEHR

Feuerstein and Dweck are two psychologists whose work synergistically impacts the other. Feuerstein offers 
a theory of Structural Cognitive Modifiability for educators. Dweck provides compelling evidence that students 
also need to know this theory to provide motivation to learn. This workshop will present the facts on “fixed” versus 
“growth” mind sets and how young it all begins! Dweck’s work offers even more reason to embrace Feuerstein’s 
theory and programs. Better yet, participants will leave the session with specific strategies to immediately begin 
developing energized learners.

Jeanne Zehr, Ph.D. has been a teacher, principal, and area administrator over the last thirty-two years. Her 
degrees range from elementary education, special education to a doctorate in educational leadership. Along the 
way, she acquired certification as a trainer for Feuerstein’s Instrumental Enrichment. Her life’s passion has been to 
develop a deep love for learning in all whom cross her path.

Color Me Love—Personality Impacts Learning 
ROOM 3  Audience: All Grades
Themes: Promoting High Intellectual Performance and Enrichment; Creating Culturally Competent 
Classrooms; Educator Preparation

Presenters: BERTHA RICHARDSON, NUA Mentor and PAUL HANNA, NUA Mentor

This interactive and engaging session provides foundations, research and strategies that improve classroom 
dynamics (climate, discipline, relationships and academics) and intellectual success for all children. Looking for 
ways to spark motivation and enthusiasm with students? Look no further, learn how personality impacts learning.

Bertha Richardson, Ed.D., an internationally recognized educator has over thirty-two years of educational 
experience. She served as the teaching specialist and classroom teacher in the School District of University City, 
Missouri for over twenty-nine years. She is the published author of many curriculum materials with a character 
education focus. 

Paul Hanna is best described as “teacher”. He is the reading specialist in South Callaway School District, 
working with students in kindergarten through sixth grade and teachers of all levels. He is an adjunct instructor 
of education at Columbia College in Columbia, Missouri, and consults nationally, training, groups in personality 
theory and literacy strategies.

A Co-Teaching NUA Integrated Math Classroom
ROOM 4  Audience: Grades 4–8
Theme: Creating Culturally Competent Classrooms

Presenters: TRACY BATTLES and NANCY VIALL, City School District of Albany

This session will feature an integrated math classroom implementation of the NUA beliefs and strategies in 
an urban middle school. Participants will be exposed to and participate in an NUA driven 8th grade math unit. 
Included will be the collaborative planning process between a math and special education teacher and the NUA 
strategies that were utilized to create a culturally competent setting. The presentation will offer hands on experience 
for the participants so that they can view learning activities that model how to achieve the goal of high intellectual 
performance for all students.

Tracy Battles has been teaching in the City School District of Albany for over twenty-five years. As an integrated 
special education teacher she has totally embraced NUA strategies and philosophy. She believes NUA has 
enhanced instruction and team collaboration with student achievement always at the forefront. 

Nancy Viall has been a mathematics teacher in the City School District of Albany for five years. She tries 
to provide a stimulating learning environment that encourages students to trust their opinions, while fostering 
confidence that allows students to realize their full potential. In her classroom, Nancy uses NUA strategies that 
facilitate higher-level thinking. She has found that students not only retain the information longer, but they also 
become more confident in their own abilities.

MARCH 28TH   ■  FRIDAY
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Teacher, Have You Recognized My Mathematical Ability? Culturally 
Competent Instructional Delivery in the Mathematics Classroom
ROOM 5  Audience: All Grades
Theme: Creating Culturally Competent Classrooms

Presenter: DENELLE WALLACE

Mathematics is the “gateway to technological literacy and to higher education” (Schoenfeld, 2002). This session 
will provide educators with ideas for restructuring district policies to increase the involvement of underrepresented 
student populations in higher level mathematics courses, research-based instructional strategies that promote 
cultural competency in the classroom, and professional development activities and lesson plans that acknowledge 
the impact of cultural competency on the academic success of a diverse student population for all levels of 
mathematics.

Dr. Denelle Wallace has a B.S. in elementary education, a M.Ed. in school counseling, and a Ph.D. in urban 
services. Utilizing sixteen years of experience in public education, Dr. Wallace has provided sessions on cultural 
competency and research-based instructional strategies at the annual conferences of AERA, ASCD, VASCD, and 
VCTM.

Discussing the Indiscussible: Racism and Leadership
CLARK THEATER (AT THE MUSEUM)  Audience: All Grades
Theme: Creating Culturally Competent Classrooms

Presenters: PHIL HUNSBERGER and BILLIE MAYO

Racism and Leadership is an intensive professional development program that examines the intricate balance 
of personal stance and professional practice regarding race and racism. The program examines attitudes and 
dispositions about race held by district teachers and administrators that may unconsciously limit students’ ability 
to achieve. This presentation will examine this model of reform adopted by numerous districts to address the 
achievement gap.

Dr. Billie Mayo and Dr. Phil Hunsberger are senior consultants with Education Equity Consultants of St. Louis, 
Missouri. Their work over the past eight years have been with school districts of St. Louis, MO, Long Beach and 
Santa Barbara California, and Chicago, Illinois all adopting district reform initiatives to address issues of race and 
racism.  

Session II Keynote Session  Friday 10:00–11:30 AM

Calling the Conference to Order
 EVA JOSEPH, Superintendent, City School District of Albany

Greetings
  GERALD D. JENNINGS, Mayor of Albany, New York 

RICHARD P. MILLS, President of The University of the State of New York (USNY)  
and Commissioner of Education 

H.E. ASAF SHARIV, Counsel General of Israel in New York 

NEIL D. BRESLIN, New York State Senator 

THOMAS L. ROGERS, Executive Director, New York State Council of School Superintendents 

RICHARD IANNUZZI, President, NYSUT

 JAMES N. BALDWIN, Superintendent, Questar III Boces, and Interim Superintendent,  
Capital Region Boces

Special Presenter: DAN IANNICOLA, JR., Deputy Assistant Secretary for Financial Education,  
United States Department of the Treasury, will speak to the importance of financial literacy  
in urban schools.

NUA’s Tribute To the Life and Work of Asa Hilliard III

MARCH 28TH   ■  FRIDAY
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Poverty Is Not Destiny
CONVENTION HALL  Audience: All Grades

Presenter: ERIC COOPER

The keynote presentation will focus on the belief systems and expectations, which determine student outcomes. 
The speaker will cite data to support the reality that virtually all schoolchildren and youth can graduate from high 
school sufficiently prepared to attend a university or college. The presentation will emphasize research, and cultural 
and cognitive strategies. The speaker will define the political, administrative and instructional obstacles which deny 
opportunities for high intellectual performance by all students as well as methods for overcoming these obstacles.

Eric Cooper is the president and a founder of the National Urban Alliance. He is an expert on the state of 
current American education and a nationally known advocate for the children of America’s urban schools.

Ticketed Luncheon or Lunch On Your Own  
11:40 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.  For more info on the Ticketed Luncheon go to page 52.

Session III Featured Presenters  Friday 12:45–1:55 PM

Vision and Collaborative Leadership: Keys to Improving Adolescent 
Literacy Achievement
SWYER THEATER (AT THE EGG)  Audience: All Grades
Theme: Assessment, Language Development and Literacy

Presenter: DONNA OGLE

Accelerating middle and secondary literacy achievement requires the combined effort of the whole school. 
Administrators and teachers, who develop literacy teams, engage together in sustained professional development, 
create engaging settings for student learning and who set high goals for a whole school make a difference. Donna 
Ogle will discuss these components through the lens of her own work in Chicago schools as part of three on-going 
professional collaborations: Transitional Adolescent Literacy Leadership Project, the Advancing Literacy for Learning 
Project, and the Striving Readers Research Project.

Donna Ogle is a professor in the reading and language department of the National-Louis University. Her 
primary areas of interest are reading strategies and the process of instructional change in schools. She is well 
known for her K-W-L strategy which emphasizes the power of teacher collaboration and her strong conviction that 
“teachers, teaching teachers” has a strong impact on student achievement.

Keeping African American and Hispanic Boys Out of Special Ed
CONVENTION HALL  Audience: All Grades
Theme: Learning Needs of Boys

Presenter: JAWANZA KUNJUFU

Is there a relationship between special education and prison, illiteracy and incarceration, Ritalin and cocaine?
Do some governors determine prison growth based on fourth grade reading scores? How can we save black 

and Hispanic males? Is it possible that their future could be in the hands of white female teachers?
Do boys have different learning styles than girls? Do schools make allowances for these gender differences? 

What has been the success rate of single gender classrooms and schools?
Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu is an educational consultant with African-American Images. He is constantly on the 

lecture circuit with over thirty different workshops, addressing students, parents, teachers, and community residents; 
in pre-schools elementary schools, high-schools: colleges and churches. He is also the author of Countering the 
Conspiracy to Destroy Black Boys; Motivating Black Youth to Work; Children Are the Reward of Life; Lessons from 
History; A Celebration in Blackness, Elementary & High School; and, To be Popular or Smart: The Black Peer Group.

Cooper

Ogle

Kunjufu

Session II and Session III
MARCH 28TH   ■  FRIDAY
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The Right Stuff: The Practical Necessity of Teacher Beliefs
CLARK AUDITORIUM (AT THE MUSEUM) Audience: All Grades
Theme: Educator Preparation

Presenter: MIKE FRONING

The simple truth that teachers must believe in the capacity of their children to learn has far-reaching 
implications from teaching style to classroom management to selection of content and its organization. In this 
wide-ranging presentation and discussion, Mike will bring his thirty-five years of experience as a classroom teacher 
and his new life as a teacher educator together to emphasize the practical necessity of teachers having deeply held 
notions of equity and diversity.

A native of Kennett Square, Pennsylvania, Mike is a 1963 graduate of the University of Notre Dame. He 
immediately went on to the Johns Hopkins University where he graduated with a master of arts in teaching. He 
began teaching in 1963 at Western High School in Baltimore, a public school for girls that still maintains it single 
sex designation. He married Lyn soon after and in 1968 they moved to Pago Pago, American Samoa, where both 
were television teachers.

In 1970 they moved to Hawaii where Mike taught at Honolulu’s Kawananakoa Middle School for four years. 
Then it was on to Amherst, Massachusetts and the Amherst Regional Schools from 1974 to 1991. He was then 
recruited to Birmingham to become one of the founding faculty in the new Russell Mathematics and Science Center 
at the Alabama School of Fine Arts. His program design led ASFA to be ranked as the #10 high school in the country 
on the US News and World Report list of the “100 Best High Schools” in 2000.

In 1999, President Ann Reynolds recruited Mike to be interim dean of education at UAB and subsequently he 
was named dean. Since that time the school of education has dramatically lifted its performance in urban education 
while maintaining its reputation for producing many of Alabama’s award winning educators.

Thank You to Teachers! Songs to Inspire You!
ROOM 6  Audience: All Grades

Presenter: DAVID ROTH

I have always loved educators. Educators saved my sanity at a time when I was young and vulnerable. Over the 
last twenty years I’ve written a lot of songs both about and used in educational settings. Think of this as a musical/
spoken word “thank you” (with some creative problem-solving and different perspectives thrown in) to all of you 
who have devoted your lives to helping give people a better understanding of the world and of themselves. I’ll keep 
singing my “easy-listening protest songs” until the day when teachers, not athletes or movie stars, get multiyear 
hundred-million dollar contracts...oh...you already have one? Would you kindly come see me after lunch?

Session III Breakout Presenters  Friday 12:45–1:55 PM

Teaching Struggling Learners
HART THEATER LOUNGE (AT THE EGG) Audience:  PreK–Grade 3
Themes: Promoting High Intellectual Performance and Enrichment; Learning Needs of Boys; Educator 
Preparation; Leadership and the Challenges of the 21st Century

Presenters: PETER DE WITT and KRISTEN CARD

Teaching Struggling Learners is a presentation given by Poestenkill Elementary School (upstate New York) 
Principal Peter De Witt. In his presentation, Peter explains what a struggling learner looks like, and how teachers 
and administration in his school district use multiple methods of instruction to help educate their students.

Peter DeWitt is the principal of Poestenkill Elementary School (upstate New York). Before becoming principal, 
Peter taught primary school for eleven years in several city school districts in New York State. In addition to his 
administration and teaching duties, Peter is a children’s author. 

Froning
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Believing and Achieving High Intellectual Performance in Urban Schools
CLASSROOM A/B (AT THE MUSEUM) Audience: All Grades
Themes: Promoting High Intellectual Performance and Enrichment; Creating Culturally Competent 
Classrooms; Educator Preparation; Leadership and the Challenges of the 21st Century

Presenters: SHEILA FRIDOVICH, NUA Mentor, WILLIAM TINKLER, GREG PACIFIC, BETSY SISSON,  
and DIANA SISSON, NUA Partner School

This presentation highlights the Bridgeport/NUA partnership, as implemented in two schools. Principals, 
coaches, teachers and NUA mentor will, interactively, review NUA professional development, strategies, and 
underlying NUA beliefs that elicit high intellectual performance. The audience will be involved in several strategies 
that simulate NUA professional and the NUA classroom. They will be making connections to make learning relevant 
and specific NUA strategies will be taught to demonstrate learning.

Sheila Fridovitch has been working with NUA for ten years. She has helped implement the NUA training and 
program in New York, Indianapolis, Albany, and Bridgeport. She has been interested in language development and 
brain research, as they affect the affect the learning processes. She graduated from Hunter College in NY with a 
degree in speech pathology. She has a master’s degree in audiology form the University of Maryland.

Mr. William Tinkler is the principal at James J. Curiale School in Bridgeport, Connecticut.
Mr. Greg Pacific is an eighth-grade language arts teacher who has found creative approaches to implement 

National Urban Alliance strategies to meet the diverse needs of his students.
As a sister-teaching team, Betsy and Diana Sisson are reading consultants who have worked extensively in the 

field of literacy, from teaching at the university level to directing an ESL department in an international boarding 
school in Asia. They currently work as literacy coaches for Bridgeport Public Schools and are pursuing a doctorate in 
educational leadership.

Need Based PD: How Do You Provide Balance for Diverse Communities?
HUXLEY THEATER (AT THE MUSEUM) Audience: All Grades
Themes: Promoting High Intellectual Performance and Enrichment; Creating Culturally Competent 
Classrooms; Educator Preparation; Leadership and the Challenges of the 21st Century

Presenter: CHRISTOPHER LEONE

In an era where more accountability is shifting back to schools, this presentation will examine ways to 
establish meaningful diverse professional development to meet the needs of urban schools. This presentation will 
allow teachers and administrators a way to create a professional school culture and climate that directly impacts 
instruction. 

Christopher Leone is the current CEO of YOU Instruction and former school principal. A graduate of the 
Johns Hopkins University Professional School of Business and Education, Mr. Leone has presented at national and 
international conferences including AMS, ASCD and NMSA.

Turning Passive Readers into Active Learners 
ROOM 1  Audience: Grades 4–12
Theme: Assessment, Language Development and Literacy

Presenter: KIMBERLY NIX

At this session, participants will learn how to engage struggling adolescent readers by learning how and why 
students become passive learners by the time they get to the middle grades. The session will highlight strategies that 
can be considered to enable students to learn again:

• Finding out what the latest research in adolescent literacy says about choice, control, and active learning for 
struggling readers; 

• Discovering a variety of learning activities designed to engage passive learners and teach them to use active 
thinking processes (black line masters will be provided for participants to take home);

• Discussing effective classroom techniques for promoting active learning in the reading intervention classroom; 
and, 

• Realizing how the gradual release method and scaffold instruction can enable students to learn and how the 
use of flexible grouping can help differentiate instruction for students.

Kimberly Riley Nix, a national reading consultant for McGraw-Hill’s Jamestown Reading Navigator Adolescent 
Intervention Program, is a former secondary reading teacher, coach and coordinator specializing in meeting the 
needs of Title I teachers and students. She has published several articles and recently authored a book on the use of 
flexible grouping to help address the needs of adolescent learners.
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Using Dynamic Assessment to Ensure that No Child Will Be Left Behind
ROOM 2  Audience: All Grades
Theme: Promoting High Intellectual Performance and Enrichment

Presenter: LOU FALIK

The session will provide a description of the goals, structure, and process of the Learning Propensity Assessment 
Device (LPAD) that identifies the potential for cognitive modifiability and the ways in which mediated learning 
experience (MLE) addresses deficient functions and builds cognitive competencies. This will be illustrated and 
demonstrated through samples of the Feuerstein’s Instrumental Enrichment (FIE) program. Discussion will be 
directed to the relationship of these activities to the acquisition of academic skills.

Professor Lou Falik has been ICELP’s clinical and training associate since 1988. He received his Ph.D. 
in educational psychology at the Wayne State University in the US. Since 1966 he has been teaching at the 
Department of Counseling, School of Education, San Francisco State University. He was the acting chair of the 
department, in 2000-2001 academic year. The primary focus of his teaching was mental health counseling, clinical 
skills practice, legal and professional practice, marriage and family counseling. Professor Falik was a visiting scholar 
at the Michigan State University, visiting professor at Konan University, Kobe, Japan, and visiting lecturer in special 
education and counseling at Haifa University, Israel. Professor Falik conducted training workshops in the Learning 
Potential Assessment Device (LPAD) and Instrumental Enrichment in North America, Europe, Asia (India, Singapore, 
and Indonesia) and Australia. He has published extensively on learning disabilities, counseling and dynamic 
assessment. Many of his articles and book chapters are coauthored with Professor Reuven Feuerstein.

Texts for HIP: The Civil Rights Movement
ROOM 3 Audience: Grades 9–12
Themes: Promoting High Intelligence Performance, Creating Culturally Competent Classrooms

Presenter: ELAINE HILL, NUA Partner School District

This session will show how using texts that focus on the Civil Rights Movement will stimulate all students to 
strive for high intellectual performance. The facilitator will provide sample lesson plans with suggested learning 
activities using a variety of texts. The session will be interactive with participants performing the activities.

Dr. Elaine N. Hill is executive director of Professional Development & Grants, Birmingham City Schools. 
Her experience includes twenty-six years teaching high school English and six years working in curriculum and 
instruction. Currently, she is responsible for coordinating the TRUST Initiative, which includes the professional 
development services of NUA. She is the project director for Tapping Academic Potential, a federally funded grant 
to increase student’s participation in advanced placement courses and college readiness. Dr. Hill is the chair of the 
National Conference for Community and Justice (NCCJ), Alabama, a human rights organization whose mission is to 
promote respect and understanding for all people.

HIP HOP into the Primary Grades
ROOM 4  Audience:  PreK–Grade 3
Theme: Promoting High Intelligence Performance and Enrichment

Presenters: SALLY BRUCE and DONNA FINKS, City School District of Albany

This presentation will focus on useful NUA strategies, and how to present them in a fun and friendly manner 
to younger children. Participants will be invited to create their own materials that can be brought back to their own 
classrooms for immediate use. 

Sally Bruce received her B.S. in social work from SUNY at Plattsburgh, and an M.S. in elementary education 
from the College of St. Rose. She also has her Reading Recovery Certificate for NYU. She has been teaching in the 
Albany City School district for seventeen years.

Donna Frinks received her B.S. in elementary education from SUNY at Geneseo, and a M.S. in reading from the 
College of St. Rose. She also has her Reading Recovery Certificate from NYU. She has been teaching in the Albany 
City School District for seventeen years.
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Leadership for a Time-Strapped Faculty: The Importance of Coherence 
in Staff Development
ROOM 5  Audience: All Grades
Theme: Leadership and the Challenges of the 21st Century

Presenter: ELAINE ROBERTS

School and district leadership should consider the role of professional development as part of the leadership 
vision, but also examine the importance of building coherence into short- and long-term staff development plans. 
Such coherence may ultimately enable teachers and teacher-leaders to examine concretely the correlation between 
what is planned, what is actually taught, what is assessed or evaluated and how in context of the standards-aligned 
curriculum.

Elaine Roberts, Ph.D. has been involved in higher education and professional development for nearly twenty 
years. As a lifelong learner, Dr. Roberts is constantly seeking opportunities for her own professional growth. That and 
a background as a former systems analyst makes it somewhat easy for her to help others examine their own systems, 
processes, and content to build short- and long-term plans for sustained yet organic growth.

Session IV Keynote Speaker  Friday 2:15–3:35 PM

Saving Our Students
CONVENTION HALL  Audience: All Grades
Theme: Promoting High Intellectual Performance and Enrichment

Presenter: PROFESSOR REUVEN FEUERSTEIN

The initiative undertaken by NUA in partnership with ICELP has, as its main goal, the creation of the conditions 
necessary for the development of cognitive processes and higher mental structures in children, youth and young 
adults in the African-American school population. 

This intervention program is based on a firm belief, supported by strong scientific evidence, in the modifiability 
of this population. They are endowed with a high potential to be affected by appropriate learning modalities—
particularly by the Mediated Learning Experience and by the applied systems derived from the theory of Structural 
Cognitive Modifiability. It is by meaningful and focused interventions of this kind that these children and adults will 
gain access to higher education and become contributing members of a technology-focused society. 

The session will include a demonstration of how students are assessed and the immediate progress that came 
be shown in students when they are introduced to alternative methods of learning and thinking.

Reuven Feuerstein, a clinical psychologist who studied at the University of Geneva under Jean Piaget, Andre 
Rey, Barbel Inhelder, and Marguerite Loosli Uster, went on to earn his Ph.D. in developmental psychology at the 
Sorbonne. He is currently the director of the Center for Development of Human Potential in Jerusalem. From 1970 
until the present Dr. Feuerstein has served as professor in the School of Education at Bar Ilan University in Ramat 
Gan, Israel; he is also the director of the Hadassah-Wizo-Canada Research Institute, in Jerusalem, Israel. His life’s 
work has been the development of the Theory of Structural Cognitive Modifiability and its emergent practices of 
dynamic assessment, active intervention, and placement of both children and adults in “shaping environments”.

The concept of mediated learning experience, which he describes as the proximal determinant of differential 
cognitive development, is based on the assumption that a human development can be neither conceived of as a 
sole epiphenomenon of neurophysiological maturation nor considered as simply the product of the individual’s 
chance encounter with and direct exposure to stimuli and his active interaction with them. In addition to these 
determinants, it is by the flow of information transmitted to the individual by a process of mediation through 
channels produced by mediation itself that higher mental functions are developed. It is the mediation process 
itself that constructs both its content and structure. Implied by the concept of mediated learning experience is an 
intergenerational relationship determined by the strong need for ensuring continuity beyond the biological existence 
of the individual. While used at a number of schools in the United States, Professor Feuerstein’s work is very known 
and used in South America and Europe.
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Session V Featured Presenters Friday 4:05–5:15 PM

Beating the Odds: Minds on Instruction in Middle and  
High School Classroom
CONVENTION HALL  Audience: All Grades
Theme: Assessment, Language Development and Literacy

Presenter: JUDITH LANGER

Judith Langer will call on her series of Beating the Odds and Partnership for Literacy studies in urban middle 
and high schools to discuss essential instructional features that need to be in place to foster both higher level 
thinking and higher achievement. In addition to describing the “Minds-on” classroom, she will bring it to life with 
examples of highly engaging and thought-provoking activities and their effects on students’ acquisition of higher 
literacy. 

Judith Langer’s studies of language, literacy, and learning have had a major impact on English and literacy 
theory, teaching, and assessment. For example, her research on comprehension has changed the way national and 
state tests assess students’ literacy achievement and her studies of reading and writing have helped develop more 
thought-provoking instruction.

Her major works examine the nature of literate thought—the knowledge students use when they “make sense” 
and the ways in which their learning is affected by activities and interactions in the classroom. Langer’s research 
has led to the concept of comprehension as envisionment-building, where understandings are not additive, but 
in a continual state of reconstrual based on past, present and future experiences. It also has demonstrated that 
individuals (of all ages) read differently when reading literary vs. expository texts. She has also identified important 
ways in which effective literature instruction aids the development of student reading, writing, and thinking skills. 
And she has identified the professional and classroom features of English programs where students are “beating the 
odds” in literacy achievement.

Research on Thinking Maps: A Transformational Language for Learning
SWYER THEATER (AT THE EGG)  Audience: All Grades
Theme: Promoting High Intellectual Performance and Enrichment

Presenter: DAVID HYERLE

The session centers on the belief that it is the constellation of fundamental thought processes that is the 
universal dimension of humanness. Unfortunately, these cognitive processes are often implied within content 
teaching (especially within the present standards movement), thus students’ cognitive and critical thinking 
development evolves inconsistently and unmediated in schools. Thinking Maps is a metalanguage of eight 
interdependent cognitive patterns based on foundational thinking skills—and frame semantics—that are taught 
explicitly to students across whole schools and at the college level. This unique language for learning is particularly 
useful for shifting under performing students’ content knowledge upwards while engaging their thinking capacities 
at a new level. This presentation pointedly challenges several debilitating myths about “thinking” while synthesizing 
twenty years of research and practice demonstrating students’ improved thinking, literacy and content learning 
through the self-differentiating use of Thinking Maps.

David Hyerle is the developer of the Thinking Maps model and author of the primary training resources for 
implementing Thinking Maps. Presently, he is the director of research and development for Designs For Thinking and 
facilitating new applications of Thinking Maps in the field. He is a frequent keynote speaker, author of two A.S.C.D. 
books focused on visual tools, and developer of a new online course: Visual Tools for Literacy. He is also coauthor 
with Larry Alper of the new leadership guide and training: Thinking Maps: Leading with a New Language.

Establishing 21st Century Secondary Schools: A Futuristic Framework
CLARK AUDITORIUM (AT THE MUSEUM) Audience: School leadership, Grades 9–12
Theme: Leadership Strategies for the 21st Century

Presenter: ASKIA DAVIS, NUA Mentor

Dr. Askia Davis finds himself being referred to as the “teaching superintendent” due to his ability to lead 
staff developers, teachers and principals in workshops and institutes that examine and promote the most effective 
pedagogical models for engaging 21st Century youth. Dr. Davis is former community superintendent in District 5 
(Harlem, NYC), former Region One deputy superintendent (140K students in Bronx, NY) and former senior assistant 
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to three NYC chancellors where he led their major reform initiatives. He received his doctoral degree from Teachers 
College where he worked under the tutelage of Bruce Joyce and Marsha Weil as they pursued their ground breaking 
work with the Models of Teaching, and Ann Lieberman as she trail blazed efforts to recast teacher development and 
school reform. He is currently a senior advisor to the NUA.

Literacy Learning Communities: Collaborative Leadership  
for the 21st Century
ROOM 1 (AT THE CONVENTION CENTER) Audience: Grades 4–12
Themes: Assessment, Language Development and Literacy; Promoting High Intellectual Performance 
and Enrichment; Creating Culturally Competent Classrooms

Presenter: RELEAH LENT

Literacy Learning Communities (LLCs), an adaptation of Professional Learning Communities, are built on a 
solid foundation of collaboration, dialogue, and trust. Come away from this session with a survey for assessing your 
school’s literacy culture and tools for creating a plan to meet the strengths and needs of all students.

ReLeah Cossett Lent, author of Engaging Adolescent Learners and Literacy Learning Communities, spent several 
years at the University of Central Florida providing statewide literacy professional development. She is the recipient 
of PEN/Newman Own First Amendment Award for opposing censorship in schools as well as intellectual freedom 
awards from NCTE and ALA.

Trust Initiative’s Principals’ Panel
ROOM 6 (AT THE CONVENTION CENTER) Audience: All Grades
Theme: Leadership Strategies for the 21st Century

Presenter: MAMIE MERRIFIELD, NUA Mentor

Successful urban principals share strategies and ideas. Need more information about student engagement and 
motivation; increasing levels of thinking and raising expectations; culturally responsive teaching and improved 
interactions in the classroom? Attend this session with principals from Birmingham City Schools.

NUA Director Mamie Merrifield will facilitate this session with a team of principals from Birmingham City 
Schools.

Session V Breakout Presenters Friday 4:05–5:15 PM

Using Multicultural Children’s Literature in a Global  
Community Classroom
HART THEATER LOUNGE (AT THE EGG) Audience: All Grades
Themes: Assessment, Language Development Literacy; Creating Culturally Competent Classrooms; 
Educator Preparation

Presenter: DEBORAH SCHERLE, NYSUT Presentation

Participants will experience high quality multicultural children’s literature selections with emphasis on 
evaluating literature for bias, stereotype and tokenism. Strategies to utilize this literature in best practice while 
supporting a multicultural global classroom will also be shared.

Deborah Scherle is the NYSUT instructor teaching multicultural children’s literature for the Masters in Literacy 
program offered through Mercy College. In 2007, at Skidmore College, she wrote the curriculum and trained 
twenty-three NYSUT instructors from all over New York State to teach the curriculum for NYSUT’s Education and 
Learning Trust.
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Hip Hop in Education: How to Effectively Integrate This Genre of Music  
to Motivate, Empower, and Educate Our Children
CLASSROOM A/B (AT THE MUSEUM) Audience: All Grades
Themes: Promoting High Intellectual Performance and Enrichment; Creating Culturally Competent 
Classrooms; Educator Preparation; Leadership and the Challenges of the 21st Century

Presenter: JEREMY DUDLEY, City School District of Albany

This presentation, will give examples of how to effectively integrated hip hop music into a classroom to 
enhance student learning. The session will highlight how students have used NUA strategies to create original songs 
that will be shared. The participants will also assist in the creation of an original song using NUA strategies.

Jeremy Dudley is both a teacher in the Albany City School District, and a local hip hop artist who has been 
voted best hip hop artist in the capital region for the past three years. In his eight years of teaching 5th grade at 
Giffen Elementary School, he has become know for his dedication to his community and his dynamic classroom 
instruction.

Beyond Multiculturalism: The Challenge of Preparing Teachers  
for 21st Century Schools
HUXLEY THEATER (AT THE MUSEUM) Audience: Grades 4–12
Themes: Creating Culturally Competent Classrooms; Educator Preparation 

Presenter: STEVEN JONGEWAARD

Participants will learn about a pre-service teacher training program with an exclusive focus on urban schools. 
This program is designed to provide new teachers with the confidence and competence to work successfully in 
highly diverse, urban classrooms.

Dr. Steve Jongewaard has worked in urban education for more than three decades, first as an elementary 
classroom teacher and alternative school director in Minneapolis. He then began working as a teacher educator at 
Hamline University in St. Paul. He is married and has three grandchildren.

Transformational Leadership: Creating and Sustaining Professional 
Learning Communities
ROOM 2  Audience: All Grades
Themes: Promoting High Intellectual Performance and Enrichment; Leadership and the Challenges of 
the 21st Century

Presenters: LA VERNE FLOWERS, NUA Mentor, and MARY OBERG, NUA Mentor

How can we create and sustain a professional learning community in every school? How can school leaders 
inspire teachers to teach for high intellectual performance? The partnership between NUA and the West Metro 
Education Program in Minnesota has been making great strides in transforming schools as places of learning for 
students and teachers. Join this interactive and engaging session as the presenters share the building blocks for 
transformational schools. Learn practical techniques that lead to new insights in shared leadership and how you can 
transform your own school.

Dr. La Verne S. Flowers currently serves as the WMEP/NUA director in Minnesota which includes eight school 
districts and forty-one schools. With over thirty-three years of experience in New York City at the school, district and 
central board level, she now works on a national level with NUA.

 Mary Oberg is a career educator with over thirty-four years experience as a classroom teacher, resource 
teacher, administrator, and coordinator of programs for preK–12 students in Minneapolis public schools. She has 
served as consultant in the areas of diversity, organizational development, leadership, staff development design, 
curriculum design, instructional strategies, cognitive coaching, and assessment. Mary is currently the National 
Urban Alliance coordinator for the West Metro Education Program (WMEP), a consortium of eleven urban and 
suburban school districts dedicated to leadership and implementation of a voluntary desegregation program. She is 
coauthor of the book, Creating Culturally Responsive Classrooms.

Dudley

Jongewaard

Flowers

Session V



F r i d a y

24

What’s in Your Backpack?
ROOM 3  Audience: Grades 4–12
Themes: Promoting High Intellectual Performance and Enrichment; Educator Preparation

Presenter: DOTTI SHELTON, NUA Mentor

This interactive and engaging seminar uses Mel Levine’s latest article “The Essential Cognitive Backpack” to 
provide teachers with varied cognitive strategies that promote high intellectual performance that they can then pass 
on to their students who can take them from class to class and grade level to grade level.

Dr. Shelton earned her doctorate in curriculum and instruction through the University of Houston. She has been 
actively involved with the National Urban Alliance for four years after working as a teacher at local schools and a 
professor in regions in Texas. She is enthusiastic about and dedicated to improving education for all teachers and 
students.

Closing the Reading Achievement Gap with Quality Classroom Libraries
ROOM 4  Audience:  PreK–Grade 3
Themes: Assessment, Language Development and Literacy; Promoting High Intellectual Performance 
and Enrichment

Presenters: CONSTANCE MCNALLY and MELISA HASTY, City School District of Albany

See successful NUA strategies in action! This presentation will showcase hands-on cross-curricular activities 
based on quality literature and expository text. Children are encouraged to access prior knowledge and ask 
questions while exploring the world around them. Special attention will be placed on building language skills and 
further developing an awareness of print in a literacy rich environment. Highlighted will be methods of teacher 
communication and collaboration to enable high intellectual performance for all learners. Attendees will make and 
take activities as well as receive materials to bring to their classrooms.

Melissa Hasty has been a kindergarten teacher at North Albany Academy in the Albany City School District for 
ten years, and was trained as a reading recovery teacher. 

Connie McNally worked as a Title I reading teacher with 16–21 year old students for eight years. She has been 
an AIS/reading teacher at North Albany Academy in Albany for the past thirteen years, with experience in grades 
K–8. She is currently the elementary NUA coach.

Key Word Note Taking
ROOM 5  Audience: Grades 4–8
Themes: Promoting High Intellectual Performance and Enrichment; Creating Culturally Competent 
Classrooms; Educator Preparation; Multilingual Education

Presenters: SARAH BEERS et al, City School District of Albany

This session will explore utilizing the practice of using the key word note taking strategy across multiple 
disciplines at the middle school level. This strategy helps students read carefully and put information into their 
words. Students pair up and read part of a short text individually. Then they share what they have read. After 
discussing, they decide collaboratively on a sentence, to summarize what they have read. This strategy also serves as 
a tool for English language learners and students who have special needs.

The presenters are a 7th–8th grade middle school team working in the only preK–8th building in the city 
school district of Albany. We are a young team composed of different core subjects that has been working together 
for the last three years. The presenters are the only middle school team that works in conjunction with elementary 
students and the only team whose students loop. This setting allows them to really know our student’s strengths and 
weaknesses.
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RECEPTIONS

Receptions and Art Exhibit

Welcoming Reception
Thursday March 27, 2008  •  7:30 to  8:30 PM

Crowne Plaza Hotel Ballroom
Entertainment by Albany High School Jazz Sextet
Director: Michael Richmond
Cash bar

Friday Night Reception
March 28, 2008  •  7:30 to 9:30 PM

Crowne Plaza Hotel Ballroom
Entertainment by Albany High School Gospel Choir
Director: Michael Glover
Cash bar

Art Exhibit
Artwork displayed throughout the conference provided by the 
talented students and teachers of the City School District of Albany.

Gloria Savino, K-12 Instructional Supervisor for Art.

NUA wishes to say a special thank you to the Dr. Eva Joseph, 
Superintendent, Dr. Joseph Dragone, Assistant Superintendent for 
Secondary Education, the Directors, the Instructional Supervisor for 
Art, and to all of the talented student musicians and artists for all their 
hard work which made these receptions and  the art exhibit possible.
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RECEPTIONS

NUA/CSDA Gala Sponsored by McGraw-Hill Education
  

A RECEPTION WITH LIVE ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED BY 

THE BRAWNER BROTHERS BAND

Join us for a drink, a bite, some cool music and, if the mood strikes, dancing.  

Crowne Plaza Hotel Ballroom
March 29, 2008 • 8:00 to 10:00 PM

First drink on the house (cash bar thereafter)
Complimentary hors d’oeuvres

The Brawner Brothers is a dynamic jazz-funk group that infuses Blues, R&B and Latin elements into 
its extensive repertoire. The group has been highly acclaimed over the years by audiences and critics, 
while performing at some of the most prestigious music venues around the country. Kenny Brawner, a 
keyboardist, vocalist and composer leads the group, which includes his brother Everett Brawner on bass. 
A guitarist, drummer and percussionist round out a very strong rhythm section that is complimented by a 
powerful but fluid and smooth horn section.

Special thanks to McGraw Hill Education, one of the McGraw-Hill Companies,  
for their support of all of the TFI-BTA conferences and for sponsoring this event.
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Graduate Credit Through  
The College of Saint Rose  
Albany, New York 

Graduate Credit (two graduate hours) is being offered by The College of Saint Rose, 
Albany, New York (www.strose.edu) to attendees of NUA’s Teaching For Intelligence: 
Believe To Achieve Conference in Albany, NY on March 28 to 30, 2008.

In order to receive the graduate credit, attendees must attend all three days of the 
conference, register for the graduate level course EDA 585 with The College of Saint 
Rose, pay The College of Saint Rose fees, and satisfactorily complete the required 
course work.

To download a copy of the course syllabus, go to EDA 585 Course Syllabus  (http://
www.believetoachieve.org/pdf/eda_585_outline.pdf)

To register for a graduate credit course offered by The College of Saint Rose, 
please download, complete, and mail or fax the registration/payment form EDA 585 
Registration & Payment Form (http://www.believetoachieve.org/pdf/eda_585_reg_pay.
pdf)

This course is being taught by Professor Perry Berkowitz of the College of St. Rose.  
His contact information is pberkowitz@aol.com, office phone: 518-458-5462, and fax 
number: 518-485-3958.

IMPORTANT: Professor Berkowitz will be available to meet with prospective 
students in Room 5 in the Convention Center from 5:15 to 6:15 PM on Friday March 
28, 2008, 5:15 to 6:15 PM on Saturday March 29, 2008 and 8:00 to 8:30 AM on Sunday 
March 30, 2008. All students registering for graduate credit must meet with Professor 
Berkowitz during the conference and register for the course on-line as shown above.

 

GRADUATE CREDIT
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

SATURDAY - MARCH 29 
7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Registration

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Bookstore Room 7

8:30 a.m. - 9:40 a.m. SESSION 1
 THE LITERATE CITIZEN, Panel Swyer Theater at the Egg
 Meir Ben-Hur, Featured Speaker Room 6
 ARTHUR APPLEBEE, Featured Speaker Clark Theater
  Breakout Speakers Convention Hall Rooms 1–5,
          Museum Room A/B and 
  The Hart Theater Lounge 
9:40 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Break

10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. SESSION 2 
 Calling Together and Keynote
 ERIC COOPER - Calling Together Convention Hall 
 LINDA DARLING-HAMMOND, Keynote Speaker Convention Hall 
11:40 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. Ticketed Luncheon
 Bryonn Bain, Speaker Room 6

 LUNCH ON YOUR OWN
12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Superintendents’ Roundtable
 (by invitation) Crowne Plaza Hotel

12:45 p.m. - 1:55 p.m. SESSION 3 
 YVETTE JACKSON, Featured Speaker Swyer Theater at the Egg
 JOSEPH RENZULLI, Featured Speaker Convention Hall 
 JABARI MAHIRI, Featured Speaker Clark Auditorium
 (double session) 
 Breakout Speakers Convention Hall Rooms 1–5,
          Museum Room A/B and 
  The Hart Theater Lounge
1:55 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. Break

2:15 p.m. - 3:35 p.m. SESSION 4
 URI TREISMAN, Featured Speaker Convention Hall
 DOROTHY STRICKLAND, Featured Speaker Swyer Theater at the Egg
 EVELYN ROTHSTEIN, Featured Speaker Room 1
 FRANCISCA SANCHEZ, Featured Speaker Room 3
 Breakout Speakers Convention Hall Rooms 1–5,
          Museum Room A/B and
          The Hart Theater Lounge

4:05 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. SESSION 5
 TERRIE WILLIAMS, Keynote Speaker Convention Hall
5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.  “Fireside Chats” with Presenters Room 6
8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. NUA/CSDA Gala, Reception with  Crowne Plaza Hotel Ballroom
 live entertainment and dancing
 Sponsored by McGraw-Hill




