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On behalf of the National Urban Alliance for Effective Education, | wish to wel-
come all of you to NUA's Teaching for Intelligence: Believe To Achieve Conference
in Birmingham.

We have come together to listen and to speak; to be challenged and to challenge;
to be introspective and to be interactive; to reflect and to renew; and, above all, to
learn and to share.

We all know that learning is best accomplished when we, the learners, work to-
gether with open minds and open hearts and are willing to listen, to change and
to commit.

And this is our vision for all of us: that at the end of these three days, we go forth
with new ideas and honed skills, recommitted to our noble profession, with a renewed
willingness to take on challenges, and to change ourselves, our students, our schools
and, ultimately, all of society.

Eric Cooper, President
The National Urban Alliance For Effective Education

National Urban Alliance for Effective £Education
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PASSING THE TORCH

In November 2006, the first NUA's Teaching For Intelligence: Believe to Achieve
Conference took place in Minneapolis, Minnesota. So began the gatherings of
educators, advocates and scholars, all dedicated to improving, strengthening and
renewing education, educators and students.

The unceasing efforts of West Metro Education Program and Minneapolis
Public Schools, helped make TFI: BTA Minneapolis a success and a new beginning
for a movement that continues in Birmingham at the second NUA’s Teaching For
Intelligence: Believe To Achieve Conference.

In recognition of their efforts West Metro Education Program and Minneapolis
Public Schools will be presented with the first two NUA’s Torch of Hope awards in
recognition of their efforts in Minneapolis.

The third NUA’s Torch of Hope award will be presented to Birmingham City
Schools in recognition of their stellar efforts and support of TFI: BTA Birmingham
and as symbol of the passing of what was begun in Minneapolis being passed
to Birmingham.

In 2008, the third NUA’s Teaching For Intelligence: Believe To Achieve
Conference will convene in Albany, New York on March 28 to 30, 2008.

On April 29, 2007, the fourth and fifth NUA's Torch of Hope awards will be
presented to two of the co-sponsors of TFI: BTA Albany, the City School District of
Albany and to the New York State Council of School Superintendents, symbolizing
the movement that began in Minneapolis and which was passed to Birmingham being
handed over to Albany.
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¥ © SPONSOR

Conference Sponsor

The National Urban Alliance for Effective Education (NUA) is proud to sponsor
NUA'’s Teaching For Intelligence: Believe To Achieve Conference In Birmingham,
Alabama. Listed below are the NUA’s Mission Statement, NUA’s Focus and the Action
Plan that flow out of its mission and focus:

MissioN

NUA’s mission is to substantiate in the public schools of America an irrefutable
belief in the capacity of all children to reach the highest levels of learning & thinking
demanded by our ever-changing global community.

Focus

Our work is focused on learning and teaching. We build toward high intellectual
performance through students’ culture, language, and cognition. Consultants in the
NUA assess learning, plan with school districts and provide ongoing professional
development activities for teachers and administrators to improve classroom
instruction, and to improve how school communities are organized for sustained
achievement. NUA consultants are scholar practitioners—teachers, administrators
and university faculty who promote higher student achievement through structural
and instructional interventions incorporating the latest research on organizational
development, cognition, reasoning, thinking, and higher-order comprehension skills.

ACTION

NUA consultants go into schools to assess how each one is organized for
instruction, examining its school climate and how data are used to “tune” instruction
to each student. By demonstrating lessons in math, science, reading, and writing
with groups of students, consultants coach instructional staff to accelerate student
learning. Consultants deliver state-of-the-art theory & practice to school communities
and classrooms. Currently NUA has ongoing collaborations with Hamden, CT;
Indianapolis; Seattle; Newark, NJ; Birmingham, AL; Albany, NY; Bridgeport, CT, and
12 Minneapolis-area school districts; the International Reading Association (IRA); the
University of Alabama at Birmingham; the University of Georgia, Athens; the Council
of Great City Schools (CGCS); the College Board; the National Council of Teachers
of English (NCTE); the School Redesign Network (SRN) and the LEADS Initiative at
Stanford University; and The International Center for the Enhancement of Learning
Potential (ICELP), and Joseph Renzulli.




NUA’s BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairmen:

Robert S. Peterkin, Harvard University (former superintendent,
Milwaukee Public Schools)

Janice Jackson, Harvard University (former deputy superintendent,
Boston Public Schools, and Assistant Secretary for Elementary and
Secondary Education, U.S. Department of Education)

Dr. Eric Cooper, President and Founder
Dr. Yvette Jackson, Chief Executive Officer
Dr. Gerald Lauber, Chief Operating Officer

Advisory Board:

Dr. Michael Froning, Dean, School of Education, University of Alabama
at Birmingham

Dr. Steven Ivens, (retired) Vice-President, Touchstone Applied Sciences and
Executive Director, Research & Development, The College Board

Dr. Daniel Levine, Professor Emeritus, University of Nebraska, Omaha

Mr. Peter Gerber, Vice-President, Education Designs, Inc., and former director
of Education for the John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation

Dr. Daniel Domenich, Senior Vice-President, McGraw-Hill, National Urban
Markets

Dr. Asa Hilliard Ill, Professor, Georgia State University
Val Marmillion, President, Marmillion & Company
Len Miller, O’Connor Davies Munns & Dobbins, LLP
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%~ CO-SPONSORS
E The University of Alabama
at Birmingham School of Education

In just thirty years, UAB has grown into one of the state’s largest public universi-
ties, with twelve schools, a large graduate school, and a world-renowned medical
center. The University enrolls a highly diverse student body of approximately 16,000
reflecting the heterogeneity of its urban environment.

The School of Education was founded in 1969. It currently operates on an $8-mil-
lion budget and has awarded more than 13,000 graduate degrees to date. The School
of Education has the largest number of alumni among the schools of UAB. The Univer-
sity of Alabama at Birmingham School of Education’s mission is to prepare and support
education and health professionals in meeting the challenges of the twenty-first centu-
ry through programs grounded in research. These programs prepare students for careers
in childcare, classroom teaching, corporate and industrial training, counseling, fitness,
health care, laboratory research, school administration, and social service.

Birmingham City Schools

Birmingham City School District is a citywide school system and is
governed by nine Board Members elected by constituents of the districts within the city.
It has an appointed Superintendent, Dr. Stan Mims, who oversees daily operations of
the system and carries out the policies set by the Board. Birmingham City Schools has
30,730 students (according to 2005-2006 40 day ADM). It has a strict uniform policy
for students that is set and enforced at the local school. Birmingham City School District
has 67 school campuses (35 elementary schools, 13 middle schools, 8 K-8 schools, 9
high schools, and 2 alternative schools) and employs over 4,000 employees.

The mission of the Birmingham City School System is to create hope for a bright
future for all students by encouraging them to achieve academic excellence in a safe,
secure, and nurturing environment.

BIRMINGHAM
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Alabama State Department of Education

There are nine members on the State Board of Education. Governor Bob
Riley serves as president of the Board by virtue of his elected office, and Sandra Ray
serves as vice president. The State Superintendent serves as the chief executive officer
of the State Department of Education and is appointed and serves at the pleasure of the
State Board of Education.

The Alabama State Department of Education mission is to insure that Alabama’s
students are prepared for college and/or work and adulthood in the twenty-first century
and that every student should have safe and disciplined schools, quality teachers, chal-
lenging curricula, and effective school leaders.




ALt Alabama Education Association

AEA is a major voice for public education in Alabama. As a united organization
that represents most of the state’s school personnel, AEA speaks with a single but
strong voice.

AEA provides a variety of services to its members. Improving the working conditions
of members is directly tied to the improvement of learning conditions for students.
The Association advocates for its members regarding salaries, benefits, and working
conditions. The Association and its affiliates work closely with the national Congress,
the Alabama Legislature, and the governor, as well as local superintendents and boards
of education.

& % New York State Council

i :g Of School Superintendents

N
i The New York State Council of School Superintendents is a professional

and advocacy organization with over a century of service to school superintendents

in New York State. The Council provides its more than 800 members with numerous

professional development opportunities, publications and personal services, while

advocating for public education and the superintendency.

The purpose of the Council is to provide leadership and membership services
through a professional organization of school superintendents, to enhance the
superintendency as a profession, to uphold the integrity of the office, to foster
support and collegiality among its members, to promote the interest of education and
children in New York State, and to influence local, state, and national policy affecting
education.

RS The School Redesign Network ===,
&é”sli_qn and the LEADS Initiative K23
—@— at Stanford University ==

The School Redesign Network was established in 2000 at Stanford University
to build, capture and share research-based knowledge to transform secondary schools
and school systems. Our mission is to help support and sustain equitable schools
and districts that are intellectually rigorous, high performing, and designed to help
all students master the knowledge and skills needed for success in college, career
and citizenship.

SRN'’s LEADS network applies cutting-edge knowledge from scholars and
practitioners in education and business to the complex challenges confronting urban
school systems. LEADS operates on the principle that equitable and high-achieving
school systems require powerful classroom instruction supported by performance-
driven central offices.
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NUA'’s First Lifetime Achievement Award

The National Urban Alliance For Effective Education proudly

{ will award Professor Reuven Feuerstein its first Lifetime Achievement
Award. This award will is given in recognition of the Professor’s seven
decades of scholarship, leadership and humanitarianism.

Born in 1921, Professor Feuerstein studied at the University of
Geneva under Jean Piaget, Andre Rey, Barbel Inholder and Marguerite
Loosli Uster and received a Ph.D. in Developmental Psychology at
the Sorbonne.

His life’s work has been the development of the Theory of Cognitive Modifiability
which holds that “Intelligence is not a static structure, but an open dynamic system
that can continue to develop throughout life.”

He has worked with (and made remarkable changes in) children classified as
retarded, adults who were survivors of the concentration camps, children and adults
who were victims of serious trauma that affected thought and brain function and young
adults who have a history of incarceration.

His work is recognized around the world not only for its impact in education and
medicine, but also in improving the quality of life for the least of us.




7:15 am

7:45 am

9:00 am

9:15 am

10:30 am

10:45 am

12:00 pm

12:15 pm

2:15 pm

2:30 pm

4:00 pm

ScHooL VIsITS

THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 2007

Bus departs from Sheraton Hotel
Overview of NUA Project

Arrive Inglenook K-8 School
Overview

View Classrooms

Q&A

Bus Departs

Arrive Curry Elementary School
Overview

View Classrooms

Q&A

Bus Departs

Arrive Robinson Elementary School
Overview

View Classrooms

Q&A

Bus Departs

Arrive Woodlawn High School
Lunch

Overview

View Classrooms

Q&A

Bus Departs

Arrive Avondale Elementary School
Overview

View Classrooms

Q&A

Debrief

Bus Departs for Sheraton

ELAINE HiLL
Executive DIRECTOR

BCS Professional Development

DoONNA MITCHELL, PRINCIPAL
4120 Inglenook Street 35217
Birmingham 35217
231-3310

DoONNETTA BROWN, PRINCIPAL
7900 Eighth Ave., North
Birmingham 35206
231-8250

SANDRA KINDELL, PRINCIPAL
8400 First Ave. South
Birmingham 35206
231-5555

SHIRLEY GRAHAM, PRINCIPAL
5620 First Avenue North
Birmingham 35212
231-8000

DRr. ANN CuUrRry, PRINCIPAL
4000 Eighth Court South
Birmingham 35222
231-7130
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%~ Tours & RECEPTION

TOUR OF THE SIXTEENTH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH AND
THE BIRMINGHAM CiviL RIGHTS INSTITUTE

Come join us for a tour and reception at two of the most pivotal sites of the Civil
Rights Movement. On Friday night April 27, while others are challenged by the crowds
of people involved in the NASCAR weekend at Talladega, you will receive a private
tour of the historic Sixteenth Street Baptist Church.

You will then be able to walk directly across the street to the Birmingham Civil
Rights Institute to enjoy heavy hors d’ oeuvres while you see, hear and experience
some of the most important events of our life time.

This entire evening is only $35.00. This event is on a limited attendance, first
come first serve basis. For more information or to make a reservation, please go to the
conference registration desk.

NUA RECEPTION

On Saturday night, April 28, there will be a reception in the Ballroom at the
Birmingham Sheraton. Please join with NUA and many of the presenters at the
conference for an evening of socializing and entertainment by a jazz ensemble from
Birmingham City Schools. There will be a cash bar. No reservations are necessary. For
more information, go to the conference registration desk.




TICKETED LUNCHEON SPEAKERS

Rooms N anp O
IN THE BIRMINGHAM-JEFFERSON CONVENTION COMPLEX

FrRIDAY 12:00 PMm

ANNE HANCOCK

Dr. Hancock, a native of Greenwood, South Carolina and a long time
resident of Georgia, has a Doctor of Philosophy degree in Educational
Leadership, a M.B.E. and Ed.S. degrees from Georgia State University, and an
B.S. degree from Coker College in Hartsville. She has done post-doctoral study
at Harvard.

Her professional education career spans more than forty-five years and
includes instructional and administrative experience at the secondary and
postsecondary levels. From 1966 until her retirement she was a professor and
administrator at Georgia Perimeter College, the third largest college in Georgia. At the time of
her retirement she was Director of Academic Affairs for the five campuses of the college. In
1989 President George H.W. Bush appointed Dr. Hancock to serve on the National Advisory
Committee for Student Financial Aid, the only two-year college educator in the country
appointed to the committee. In 1989 she took a leave of absence from the College when she
was appointed by President Bush to serve as the Deputy Regional Representative to Secretary of
Education Lamar Alexander.

President George W. Bush has appointed Dr. S. Anne Hancock to be U.S. Secretary of
Education Margaret Spellings’ Regional Representative for Region IV of the U.S. Department of
Education. Atlanta serves as the Regional Office for the eight states that comprise Region IV. Dr.
Hancock serves as the Secretary’s envoy and spokesperson and represents the policies, initiatives,
and programs of President Bush. In her position Dr. Hancock serves as the Department of
Education’s liaison to state and local education agencies, public and private schools, colleges
and universities, and elected officials of local and state government organizations.

After Hurricane Katrina, Dr. Hancock was the Department of Education’s representative in
Louisiana and Mississippi. Her presentation will speak to the effects of the hurricane and to the
work that remains to be done.

SaTurpAy 11:30 AM

LAWRENCE J. PlEAUX, JR.

Lawrence J. Pijeaux, Jr., Ed.D. is President and Chief Executive Officer of
the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute (BCRI), located in Birmingham, Alabama.
Pijeaux began his tenure at BCRI in July 1995. The Institute is a state-of-the-
art, multi-media facility housing exhibitions of historical events from post-
World War | racial segregation to present-day racial progress. A native of New
Orleans, Louisiana, Pijeaux received his Bachelor of Science Degree from
Southern University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana; a Master of Arts in Teaching
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Degree from Tulane University in New Orleans, Louisiana; and a Doctor of Education Degree
from the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. He has completed post-
graduate work at The Getty Leadership Institute for Museum Management on the campus of the
University of California in Berkeley.

He has affiliations with several professional and civic organizations including the
American Association for State and Local History, American Association of Museums, Alabama
Museums Association, Birmingham Area Museums Association and the Southeastern Museums
Conference. Pijeaux has served as President of the Association of African American Museums
since December 2004.

Dr. Pijeaux will discuss the development of the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute and its
successful collaborative projects with other cultural and educational institutions.

Sunpay 11:35 AmM

BrRYONN BAIN

Named one of the Thirty Visionaries Under Thirty Who are Changing
Your Future by UTNE Reader Magazine, Bryonn has been described by noted
public intellectual Cornell West as, not only a poet who speaks his truths
with a power we desperately need to hear, but also as one of the leading
legal minds of his generation. Bain has lectured at over fifty colleges and
correctional facilities nationwide, performed overseas in Africa, Asia, and
Latin America, and shared stages with Maceo Parker, the Last Poets, Amiri
Baraka, Sonia Sanchez, DJ Red Alert, Poor Righteous Teachers, and dead prez.

In May 2000, an article he wrote about being racially profiled and wrongfully arrested was
published as the cover story for the nation’s most widely-read progressive weekly, The Village
Voice. Bain’s now famous essay, championed by his mentor and pioneering legal scholar Lani
Guinier, was entitled: “Walking While Black: The Bill of Rights for Black America”, and received
over one hundred thousand replies from around the world, the largest response in the history of
The Voice. Bryonn was subsequently interviewed on CBS’s 60 Minutes by Emmy award-winning
journalist, Mike Wallace, a segment seen by over twenty million viewers.

During his first year at Harvard Law School, Bain was crowned Boston’s 1999 Slam Poetry
Champion, and then went on to win the 2000 Grand Slam Poetry Championship at the world
renowned Nuyorican Poet’s Cafe’. Bryonn’s poetry is featured on the aloum NYC Slams: 13
Hottest Poets in New York City. At only twenty-five years old, he became the youngest adjunct
professor at New York University’s Gallatin School where he teaches The Spoken Word. He is
featured in director Jane Han'’s spoken word poetry documentary Urban Scribe, and stars in the
independent film Hunting In America, written and directed by Sundance Film Festival finalist
Kona Khasu. Bryonn has completed his long anticipated, forthcoming spoken word epic The
Prophet Returns and joint aloum entitled Problem Child released in 2005.

Mr. Bain will speak about poetry and writing and the place these arts have in the education
of urban students.
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% “ GRADUATE CREDIT

GRADUATE CREDIT THROUGH
THE ScHOOL OF EDUCATION,

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA AT BIRMINGHAM

In conjunction with NUA’s Teaching for Intelligence: Believe To Achieve
Conference, The University of Alabama at Birmingham is offering the opportunity
to receive graduate credit. To receive course credit for attending the conference,
participants must attend a predetermined minimum number of sessions, participate in
discussions, ask relevant question, and take notes regarding specific content. Through
this and required additional research, described in the course syllabus, participants
will select one of the themes of the conference as listed on this website upon which to
write a research paper This is a three credit course and may not meet the requirements
of a given particular degree or licensure program.

Those interested must first register with UAB’s Graduate school as a non-degree
seeking student (https://app.applyyourself.com/?id=uab-grad) and then obtain instructor
permission from either the instructor or departmental secretary, Ms. Ora Owens. This
can be done prior to the conference or during the introductory seminar to be held the
first day of the conference. The course is listed in the UAB summer class schedule as
EDF 697: Individual Readings in Foundations of Education. It is offered in the May
session and can be accessed at http://students.uab.edu/services/show.asp?durki=5306.
Potential students should contact Andrew McKnight using the subject line “Teaching
for Intelligence Seminar” at anmcknig@uab.edu for more information.

All registrants interested in receiving graduate credit must meet with Andrew
McKnight on Friday, April 27. For information on the time and location of the
meeting, please check with the registration desk.
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THURSDAY

7:15 am —4:00 pm
6:00 — 8:00 pm

FRIDAY

7:00 - 9:00 am

8:20 - 10:10 am

10:25 -11:45 am

12:00 - 1:10 pm

1:15-2:35pm

" CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

School Visits to Birmingham City Schools

Registration

Registration

Visit the Bookstore at BICCC—East Room A (Open 8 am to 5 pm)

Calling Together and Exordium:
MicHAEL FRONING and BERNARD KINCAID
BiLL GreeN and STAN Mims

Eric COOPER

LiINDA DARLING-HAMMOND

DONNA ALVERMANN

YVETTE JACKSON, L. DARLING-HAMMOND
and JoNATHAN KozoL
(“Taking Back The Schools”)

Breakout Sessions
SonNJA NicoLE CRENSHAW

LA VERNE FLowers and MARY OBERG
MARIANITA DAMARI

BARBARA AUTREY

NORMAN MERRIFIELD

DAN Jert and DATRICA CHUKWU
JOANNE SHUM

LiNnDA WINTER

SHIRLEY GRAHAM

JABARI MAHIRI

ANNE HANCOCK

or Lunch On Your Own
ALFRED TATUM

MEIR BEN-HUR

Superintendents:

STAN Mims, Eva JoserH, WiLLIAM GREEN,
JoHN Ramos and AskiA DAvis
(“Leadership and Excellent Education”)

Breakout Sessions
DAN MULLIGAN

KELLY STUART

Calling Together and Welcoming 20 min.

Passing of the Torch Ceremony
Exordium

Keynote

Featured

Panel

Breakout
Breakout
Breakout
Breakout
Breakout
Breakout
Breakout
Breakout
Breakout
Breakout
Luncheon Speaker

Featured
Featured
Panel

Breakout
Breakout

20 min.
80 min.
80 min.
80 min.

80 min.
80 min.
80 min.
80 min.
80 min.
80 min.
80 min.
80 min.
80 min.
80 min.
40 min.

80 min.
80 min.
80 min.

80 min.
80 min.
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THeresA MikajLo and KatHLeeN DoNoHUE  Breakout 80 min.

MELANIE SHORES Breakout 80 min.
RosALIND HALE Breakout 80 min.
LiNnDA CORNWELL Breakout 80 min.
1:15-4:10 pm Workshop Sessions
AHMES AsKIA Workshop 175 min.
STEFANIE ROME Workshop 175 min.
2:50-4:10pm YVETTE JACKSON Featured 80 min.
CAroL TOMLINSON Featured 80 min.
Breakout Sessions
GEeORGE COLLINS Breakout 80 min.
STEPHEN IVENS Breakout 80 min.
TRACY BAILEY Breakout 80 min.
BiLL ToBIN Breakout 80 min.
REBKHA ATNAFOU Breakout 80 min.
RutH TUCKER Breakout 80 min.
MARGARET Rice and MicHAEL WILSON Breakout 80 min.
CLARA AMADOR-WATSON Breakout 80 min.
KAy SmitH, Juuia EMiG, ANNA GiL-CarciA  Breakout 80 min.
ErAINE HiLL Breakout 80 min.
GWEN LAVERT Breakout 80 min.
4:20 - 5:40 pm JoNATHAN KozoL Keynote 80 min.
7:30 - 9:30 pm Reception
at The Birmingham Civil Rights Institute 120 min.

SATURDAY

8:15 - 9:50 Am Opening Session
Visit the Bookstore at BICCC—East Room A (Open 8 am to 5 pm)
Eric CoOPER Warm Up 20 min.
Asa Hiuarp HI Keynote 80 min.

(United States Representative Artur Davis
is scheduled to be present and make remarks)

10:00 - 11:20 am ARt CosTA Featured 80 min.
DIANE Lapp Featured 80 min.
Breakout Sessions
AsH VASUDEVA Breakout 80 min.
MAMIE MERRIFIELD Breakout 80 min.
DuNeeN DE BRUHL Breakout 80 min.
DAVID SCHWARZER Breakout 80 min.
KimBerLI KERN Breakout 80 min.
Liz IrwiN Breakout 80 min.
PHiL HUNSBERGER Breakout 80 min.
ANNE CryLEN and DAMEKA Rebic Breakout 80 min.

GENNY OSTERTAG Breakout 80 min.




11:30 -12:40 pm

12:45 — 2:05 pm
12:45 — 3:35 pm
2:15-3:35prm
3:45 - 5:05 pm
7:00 —9:00 pm
SUNDAY
8:30- 10:00 am

JAN GUSTAFSON
Toks FasHOLA

LAWRENCE PiEAUX, JR.
or Lunch On Your Own

YVETTE JacksoN, AsA HiLuarp 111,
DonNA OgLe and DIANE Lapp
(“The Literate Citizen”)

URI TRIESMAN

Breakout Sessions
DesoRrAH VoL1Z

KEVIN GALLAGHER

Cunt CLARKE, PAuLA DODGE,
AvLLAN LAuger, PATTIE HULMES,
Jerr SHADE and THoMAs KELLEY

MARITA MARTINEY

ErRIN BosTick MASON

CECILIA SOFIE

CATe HART and TAUNYA JENKINS

Workshop Sessions
SusAN RuckpescHeL and DONNA POLANEC

AucGusTA MANN
Ouvia IFiLL-LYNCH
DonNA OGLE
EVERARD BARRETT

Breakout Sessions
KELLY STUART

BerTHA RicHARDSON and PauL HANNA
DesoRAH THOMAS

MARILYN ZARETSKY, EVA JOSEPH
and SHeuIA FRIDOVICH

MARK BARRATT

VERONICA MCDERMOTT, PORTIA BONNER,
CYNTHIA FErNANDES and ARLENE CASSELLO

MER Ben-Hur

GiL Diaz and ApriL MOORE
GWEN LAVERT

Sonia NiETo

Reception
Music by BCS

Opening Session

Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Luncheon Speaker 40 min.
Panel 80 min.
Featured 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Workshop 175 min.
Workshop 175 min.
Workshop 175 min.
Featured 80 min.
Featured 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Keynote 80 min.

120 min.

Visit the Bookstore at BICCC—East Room A (Open 8 am to 5 pm)

Eric CooPER

JosePH RENZULLI

Warm Up 20 min.
Opening Keynote 75 min.
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10:10 — 11:25 am

11:35 - 12:45 pm

12:55 -2:15 prm
2:20 - 3:35 pm
3:45 -5:15 pm

REUVEN FEUERSTEIN

Breakout Sessions
GARA FIELD

SAMUEL KLEIN and LYNNETTE HARRIS
FrRANK TRAVIS

BetH GrRove, Naomi Nock
and Berty Miam

MicHAEL WILSON
DesorAH DuNcAN OWENS
RELEAH LENT

BRYONN BAIN
or Lunch On Your Own

RAFI FEUERSTEIN
DOROTHY STRICKLAND
BenA KALLick

MicHAEL FRoNING and Vickie CHou
(panel with other Deans of Schools
of Education; “The Right Stuff—
Teacher Dispositions”)

Breakout Sessions
ReciNA LonG and Lisa LonG

FRANCISCA SANCHEZ

Workshops
Jupy STOEHR, ALEXis LEITGEB
and LyNN WiLHELM

CARLTON LONG

NANcY DeaN

CHRISTINE CASEY

MATHEW JoHNsoN and HENRY BoOURGEOIS
ELEANOR RENEE RODRIGUEZ

Mary KAy BAacALLAO

DesrA CROUCH

DAvip HYERLE

KyLENE BEers and RoBERT PROBST

JANICE JAcksON, GERALD LAUBER
and AHMES ASKIA

BRYONN BAIN

Terminus and Sending Forth

Eric COOPER
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Featured 75 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Luncheon Speaker 40 min.
Featured 75 min.
Featured 75 min.
Featured 75 min.
Panel 75 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Breakout 80 min.
Workshop 120 min.
Workshop 120 min.
Workshop 120 min.
Workshop 120 min.
Workshop 120 min.
Workshop 120 min.
Workshop 120 min.
Workshop 120 min.
Featured 75 min.
Featured 75 min.
Workshop for State 75 min.
County and District

Administrators

Poets’ and Writers’ 75 min.
Workshop for Students

Terminus 75 min.



~ ERIDAY PROGRAMS

Calling Together and Exordium Session 8:20-10:10 Am

Teacher Development and How it Impacts School Redesign
SHERATON BALLROOM

Keynote Presenter: LINDA DARLING-HAMMOND

This keynote session will highlight Linda Darling-Hammond’s many years of research and expertise on what is
appropriate teacher development and how this development of teachers is an integral part of the necessary school
redesign that will guarantee equal opportunity for high intellectual performance for all of America’s children.

Dr. Darling-Hammond holds a B.A. from Yale University and an Ed.D. from Temple University. She is the
Charles E. Ducommun Professor of Education at Stanford University. She has been awarded seven honorary
degrees and has been published more than 100 times. She is nationally recognized expert on the role that teacher
development plays in school design.

Darling-Hammond

Kozol

Second Morning Session Featured Speakers 10:25-11:45 am

Taking Back The Schools

SHERATON BALLROOM Audience: All
Featured Presenters: LINDA DARLING-HAMMOND, JONATHAN KozoL, ano YVETTE JACKSON™

This panel comprised of Linda Daring-Hammond, named one of the ten most important people in American
Education, Jonathan Kozol, best selling author, nationally known speaker and advocate for urban students, and
Yvette Jackson, Chief Executive Officer of NUA, and expert in closing the achievement gap in urban schools, will
speak to the issues that face all schools, students, educators, parents, and society in the age of NCLB, “teaching for
the test,” unfunded mandates, under funded schools, and politicians controlling education.

Principled Practices for Teaching Adolescents: A Research Base for Change fackson

SHERATON BALLROOM Audience: All
Theme: Language Development and Literacy

Featured Presenter: DONNA ALVERMANN

This session features four research-based principled practices for improving reading instruction in core content
areas at the intermediate, middle, and high school levels. Strategies recommended by the National Reading Panel
for implementing these practices will be demonstrated. The presenter advocates making changes in the status quo by
following Michael Fullan’s “25/75 rule”—where 25% of the solution is having good directional ideas and the other
75% is figuring out how to get there.

Donna E. Alvermann is Distinguished Research Professor of Language and Literacy Education at the University
of Georgia. Formerly a classroom teacher in Texas and New York, her research focuses on youth’s multiple literacies
in and out of school. From 1992 to 1997 she co-directed the National Reading Research Center, funded by the
U.S. Department of Education. With over 100 articles and chapters in print, her books include Content Reading
and Literacy: Succeeding in Today’s Diverse Classrooms (5th ed.), Popular Culture in the Classroom: Teaching and
Researching Critical Media Literacy, Bridging the Literacy Achievement Gap, Grades 4-12, and Adolescents and
Literacies in a Digital World (3rd printing). Past president of the National Reading Conference (NRC) and co-chair of
the International Reading Association’s Commission on Adolescent Literacy, she currently edits Reading Research
Quarterly.

Alvermann
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Second Morning Session Breakout Presenters 10:25-11:45 am

Words and Images from the Civil Rights Movement
BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room A Audience: All

Themes: Language Development and Literacy; Promoting High Intelligence Performance;
Culture and Learning

Presenters: SONJA Ni1coLE CRENSHAW

Document based questions (DBQs) are an important aspect in curriculum today crossing subject matters and
grade levels. To answer DBQs correctly, students must be adept at analyzing and synthesizing information provided
to write coherent and logical essays. This lesson focuses on the role young people played in the African American
freedom struggle, specifically the Children’s Crusade in Birmingham, Alabama. The purpose is to highlight students’
synthesis skills while using primary documents.

Sonja Nicole Crenshaw teaches eleventh grade Advanced Placement English Language and Debate. She
has also taught ninth and tenth grade English, speech communication, and drama, and In addition, freshmen
English Composition at Miles College in Birmingham, Alabama. She has a M.A. from the University of Alabama in
Secondary Education Language Arts and a B.A. in Communication.

Building a Professional Learning Community with WMEP/NUA School Leaders
BIrRMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING RooM B Audience: All
Themes: Promoting High Intelligence Performance, Educator Preparation

Presenters: LA VERNE S. FLOWERS"* AND MARY OBERG™

How can you build support and sustain the involvement of school leaders in implementing NUA within a
school? Join this interactive, engaging workshop as we share the building blocks for implementing NUA across
ten school districts and thirty-nine schools in Minnesota. Take away some practical techniques which will create
new insights, promote shared leadership, and challenge the creativity of school leaders on behalf of student
achievement!

Dr. LaVerne S. Flowers currently serves as the WMEP/NUA Director in Minnesota which includes ten school
districts and thirty-nine schools. With over thirty-three years of experience in New York City at the school, district
and central board level, she now works on a national level with NUA. La Verne was a former teacher citywide G/T
staff developer, middle- level education coordinator and principal of an urban and suburban middle school. She has
received extensive training with NUA and the National School Reform Faculty. La Verne is the liaison for NUA to
the National Adolescent Literacy Coalition.

Mary Oberg is a career educator with over thirty-four years experience as a classroom teacher, resource teacher,
administrator, and coordinator of programs for Pre-K-12 students in Minneapolis Public Schools. She has served as
consultant in the areas of diversity, organizational development, leadership, staff development design, curriculum
design, instructional strategies, cognitive coaching, and assessment. Mary is currently the National Urban Alliance
Coordinator for the West Metro Education Program (WMEP), a consortium of eleven urban and suburban school
districts dedicated to leadership and implementation of a voluntary desegregation program. She is coauthor of the
book, Creating Culturally Responsive Classrooms.

Flowers

A Cognitive Approach to Creating a Culture of Mindful Learners
BIRMINGHAM CoONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEeTING Room D Audience: All
Theme: Promoting High Intellectual Performance

Presenters: MARIANITA D. DAMARI

In the data-driven educational paradigm of NCLB, educators have become transfixed with the results of high-
stake assessments. How does informal data play a critical role in how and what learners learn? How can educators
collect and use informal data to nurture a culture of mindful learners? What are the essential attributes of a mindful
learning culture? Participants in this workshop will learn how beginning with the learner as knower will sustain a
culture of mindfulness as well as promote the development of metacognitive learners.

Damari
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African American Science Pioneers

BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room E Audience: Grades 4-8
Theme: Language Development and Literacy

Presenters: BARBARA AUTREYau

Choosing and using alternate text can increase motivation and comprehension. In this session participants will
learn how to incorporate relevant, high interest text, organize for cooperative group settings, encourage discussion,
and implement Thinking Maps to promote problem-solving skills. Teachers from Avondale ES, Barrett ES, and Gate Autrey
City ES in Birmingham, Alabama will collaborate to model effective strategies for strategic teaching of a unit on
African-American Inventors.

Barbara Autrey is currently a middle and high school Reading Specialist/Coach in Pickens County, Alabama.

She has worked with NUA in Seattle and Birmingham, Alabama as an elementary consultant. She remains
committed to an ongoing mission to equip all students with skills that will strengthen their motivation for learning
and provide them with critical experiences to become proficient in reading comprehension.

Connecting Culture to Curriculum Content
BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room F Audience: All
Theme: Culture and Learning

Presenter: NORMAN L. MERRIFIELD

Chant, rap and sing about your content to create teachable moments your students will never forget. Popular
youth culture provides educators with musical genre that can be utilized to engage students. This presentation will
provide educators with tools, concepts and motivational themes that connect students to desired content areas.
Bring your content to this session and infuse it with energetic rhythms.

Norman L. Merrifield is a Nashville Metropolitan middle school teacher and the creator of the Listen & Learn
Education Rap Music Series. He is a graduate of Tennessee State University and SAE Institute of Technology, the
world’s largest audio, film, animation and multimedia training provider. Producing and recording music is a steady
back drop to teaching middle school. Norman’s love for urban culture provides many opportunities to combine
educational lessons, content and curriculum with popular urban music.

NUA Strategies, Curriculum Mapping and Student Achievement
BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEeeTING Room G Audience: All
Theme: Promoting High Intellectual Performance

Presenters: DAN JETT AND DATRICA CHUKWU

This workshop will look at essential leadership characteristics for improving student achievement; strategies
for engaging parents, the schools and the community to work together; how to maintain high expectations for
underachieving students; and methods for creating a culture of assessment and data literacy.

Daniel L. Jett serves as the superintendent of the West Metro Education Program (WMEP). He has a bachelor’s
degree in secondary education from Western Maryland College, a master’s degree in education administration from
Morgan State University and a doctorate in education policy from the University of Maryland. Datrica D. Chukwu
is the director of Teaching and Learning for WMEP. She has a bachelor’s degree in Psychology from Texas Southern
University, a master’s degree in Early Childhood Education from Concordia University, and a master’s degree in
Teaching and Learning from St. Mary’s University.

Helping Economically Deprived Parents Prepare Their Preschoolers for School
BIRMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAST MEeTING Room | Audience: Pre-K
Themes: Language Development and Literacy, Promoting High Intellectual Performance,

Culture and Learning

Presenter: JOANNE SHUM

Parents of economically deprived youngsters often have no idea how to insure that their preschoolers are ready Shum
to enter kindergarten with the necessary school readiness skills. This workshop provides proven techniques and
strategies for educators to use in home visitation programs. The Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters
Program (Hippy) is a program that has equipped children of poverty to enter Kindergarten in Montgomery, Alabama

FRIDAY
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Second Morning Session Breakout Presenters (continued) 10:25-11:45 am

with 97% mastery on the Kindergarten Readiness test. This workshop is interactive with opportunity to work first-
hand with state of the art curriculum.

Joanne Shum has been a teacher/director for Head Start and worked as a public school classroom teacher for
fourteen years before becoming an Education Specialist dealing with preschool programs in Montgomery, Alabama.
She is certified as a Parents As Teachers parent educator, a High Scope trainer, a HIPPY coordinator, and is currently
the state director for the Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY). For six years, Mrs. Shum
produced and hosted The Parents Express, a TV show spot lighting issues of concern to parents. She has twice served
as president of the Montgomery County Council of PTA’s. She strongly believes that problems involving children
cannot be solved without active involvement of their parents.

Preparing Educational Leadership Candidates to Believe
BIRMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room ] Audience: All
Theme: Educator Preparation

Presenter: LINDA WINTER

Educational leaders must have an understanding of the needs of students from diverse backgrounds and must ’
possess the social justice attitudes and skills necessary to eliminate the achievement gap. This presentation will
examine 44 principal candidates who were exposed to internal strategies that have proven effective in helping
university students adopt sound ethical educational consciences. Pre and post test indicate a shift in thinking from
placing responsibility for low achievement on parents to accepting responsibility for providing high expectations,
effective instruction,, and a quality curriculum for All students.

Linda Kight Winter is an Assistant Professor of Educational Psychology at Winthrop University and worked and
has worked 25 years in public schools impact the learning children living in poverty and how improving classroom
instruction and leadership can achieve equity for all children.

Winter

How the Arts Can Support Achievement
BIRMINGHAM CoONVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room K Audience: All
Theme: Culture and Learning

Presenter: MARTHA LOCKETT AND RANDY FOSTER

How Culture Impacts the Learning Environment of Students
BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room L Audience: Grades 9-12
Theme: Culture and Learning

Presenter: SHIRLEY GRAHAM

This presentation will summarize how culture impacts the learning environment of students. Topics included
in the presentation will be a practical framework for understanding cultural differences in the classroom; cultural
sensitivity; Culturally Responsive Teaching (Gloria Ladson-Billings); and, ways to significantly improve the education
of children and youth in urban environments. The objective of this presentation is to impart effective methods and
strategies that will enable teachers to acknowledge how the cultural background of students affects their learning, to
build self esteem, communicate high expectations, and maximize learning, stakeholders must be cognizant of the
population it serves.

Shirley Graham is the Principal of Woodlawn Magnet High School, located in Birmingham, Alabama. To date,
Woodlawn High School has been an active participant in the National Urban Alliance Trust Initiative for two years. In
addition, Woodlawn High School was the first school in the state of Alabama to be selected by Governor Bob Riley,
as a Safe Free School. She has served as an educator for thirty-one years and having worked in both rural and urban
school settings. Working in various educational settings has allowed me to network with diverse groups of individuals
as well as build lasting relationships with both students and their families.
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The Language of Discipline and Achievement
BIRMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room M Audience: Grades 9-12
Theme: Culture and Learning

Presenter: JABARI MAHIRI

Dr. Mahiri will argue that the achievement gap and the discipline gap can be seen as two sides of the same
coin. To increase achievement teachers must understand the complex ways that school discipline considerations and
practices are rendered through the language and culture of both students and teachers. This presentation uses video
clips of actual school disciplining events in conjunction with the latest research findings on school discipline to
increase understanding of the connections between discipline and achievement.

Dr. Mahiri holds a Ph.D. in English from the University of lllinois at Chicago. His research is on the literacy
learning of urban youth, particularly African American student, in schools and outside of them. His focus is on
writing development and effective teaching and learning strategies in multicultural urban schools and communities.
He is codirector of the Center for Urban Education and a principal investigator for the Diversity Project. He is also
an Academy Instructor for the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium and serves on the board
of the Bay Area Coalition for Equitable Schools. He helped found and chaired the board of an alternative school in
Chicago and taught English in Chicago public high schools for seven years. He is author of Shooting for Excellence:
African American and Youth Culture in New Century Schools (1998), and editor of What They Don’t Learn in
School: Literacy in the Lives of Urban Youth (2003). He also wrote a children’s book, The Day They Stole the Letter J.

First Afternoon Session Featured Speakers 1:15-2:35pPm

Re-Conceptualizing Literacy Development
SHERATON BALLROOM Audience: All
Theme: Language development and Literacy

Featured Presenter: ALFRED TATUM

This session will focus on the need to re-conceptualize the literacy development of African American
adolescent males. Attention will be given to a more comprehensive framework for literacy teaching and implications Tatum
this framework has for teaching and professional development that aims to advance the literacy development of
these young men in schools and society.

Alfred Tatum is an assistant professor, Literacy Education at Northern Illinois University. Dr. Tatum began
his career as an eight-grade teacher for five years on Chicago’s South Side. He holds a Ph.D. in curriculum and
instruction from the University of lllinois, Chicago. His book, Teaching Reading to Black Adolescent Males: Closing
the Achievement Gap was published last year.

Changing Children’s Minds —The Power of FIE
BiIrMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEeTING Room M Audience: All
Theme: Promoting High Intellectual Performance

Featured Presenter: MEIR BEN-HUR

Feuerstein’s Instrumental Enrichment is a cognitive enhancement program. It has been studied extensively and
consistently proven to be effective in the enhancement of learning abilities of grades 4-12 students, particularly
those students who traditionally comprise the lowest achieving groups. In this session, Dr. Ben-Hur will introduce
the program, engage participants in activities that will demonstrate its nature, and present some of the research on
its effectiveness.

Dr. Meir Ben-Hur is vice president, Program Services, and lead math consultant for the International Renewal
Institute, Inc. (IRI). Dr. Ben-Hur has bridged Feuerstein’s Instrumental Enrichment (FIE) into mathematics. His
Cognitive Pathways to Mathematics is a professional development program for mathematics, which has been
internationally implemented.
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First Afternoon Session Featured Speakers (continued) 1:15-2:35 pm

Leadership and Excellent Education
BIrRMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room J Audience: All
Themes: Promoting High Intelligence Performance, Culture and Learning
Featured Presenters: STANLEY Mims, WiLLIAM GREEN, EvA JOSEPH,
JOHN Ramos AND AskiA Davis

This panel will explore the challenges that a school leader faces in working towards Mims Green
the goal of excellent education for all children in a large urban school district. It will look
at what has succeeded, and what has not, in five of the largest urban school districts in the
United States.

Dr. Mims is the Superintendent of Birmingham City Schools. Dr. Green is Superintendent
of Minneapolis Public Schools. Dr. Joseph is Superintendent of City School District of Albany,
New York. Dr. Ramos is the Superintendent of Bridgeport Public Schools. Dr. Davis is Director
of Restructuring and School Improvement for the New York City Department of Education.

Joseph Ramos

Workshop Sessions 1:15-4:10 pm

Promoting High Intellectual Performance
BiIrMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room A Audience: 9-12
Theme: Promoting High Intelligence Performance

Presenter: AHMES ASKIA™

This interactive session will address the adolescent brain and how teachers can use the latest research on this
growing brain to engage and accelerate the learning for their students. Participants will explore the integration of
Youth culture, language use, and development, and student voice in planning and delivering instruction to middle
and high school students. Participants will develop lessons, share in text-base discussion and practice the strategies
learned. Additionally, because of the practice, participants will leave with strategies that they can implement in their
classrooms immediately.

Ahmes Askia began her educational career in 1976 with Prescription Learning Corporation as an education
consultant in Houston Independent School District. She is currently part of an education foundation whose focus is
research and training of educators.

Askia

Learning Environment for Effective Schools
BIrRMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room B Audience: All
Theme: Promoting High Intelligence Performance

Presenter: STEFANIE Rome™

The learning environment is one of the most critical influences on high intellectual performance. This workshop
will focus on helping educators identify several of the key components of an effective learning environment. We will
examine, explore and experience student voices, research based strategies and practices and discover what leaders
in the field are saying to us about building the kinds of classrooms where all students perform at high intellectual
levels. If we build it, they will learn!

Stefanie Rome has fourteen years of varied educational experiences. She has been a student, a teacher and
trainer of teachers. She developed a strong belief in the power of teacher collaboration and a strong conviction that
“teachers, teaching teachers” has a remarkable impact on student achievement.
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First Afternoon Session Breakout Presenters 1:15-2:35pm

Moving Students Beyond the Curve: Northrop Grumman’s Formative

Assessment Solution
BirMINGHAM ConNvVENTION CENTER EAsT MeeTING Room D Audience: All
Themes: Promoting High Intelligence Performance, Educator Preparation

Presenter: DAN MULLIGAN

This interactive session will provide participants with a state-of-the-art research-based tool that empowers Mulligan
educators to teach for understanding and transfer. Northrop Grumman'’s total assessment software program provides
teachers with the ability to ‘listen to’ student thinking. It is an educator-friendly assessment program designed to
provide teachers with the flexibility to design their own questions based on state and local standards and link the
data from these results to best practice instructional strategies. Dan Mulligan will share how the data can help both
teachers and students identify areas of need early and the instructional strategies teachers can employ to help each
student achieve and move beyond the curve.

Dr. Dan Mulligan has developed curriculum and assessment tools to assist schools in meeting their
achievement goals. He has served as Director of Assessment and Accountability, Supervisor of Mathematics, Lead
Instructional Supervisor and master teacher of mathematics in New York and Virginia. He has received numerous
awards and presented hundreds of workshops throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia and across the nation.

Have a Ball With Math After School!

BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room E Audience: Pre-K-8
Theme: Language Development and Literacy, Enrichment

Presenter: KELLY STUART

This session will explore ways to use cards, dice, and children’s books to make math fun after school. Attendees
will play games and do activities that allow children to work together while having fun, meeting the standards, and
practicing important math skills. Children can learn math without even realizing it!

Blurring the Edges: Learning to Write Across the Curriculum
BirRMINGHAM CoONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEeeTiNng Roowm F Audience: All
Theme: Language Development and Literacy

Presenters: THERESA MikAaILO AND KATHLEEN DONOHUE

In this interactive session, participants will explore research based strategic approaches to writing in the content
areas. Participants will receive design templates, as well as a wealth of material to enhance literacy learning in the
content areas. The Newark Public Schools’ NUA partnership project implementation will be explored, together
with an examination of the effective integration of the work of the National Urban Alliance in the district’s national
Striving Readers fourteen million dollar grant award.

Theresa Mikajlo is the Director of Language Arts Literacy/Social Studies in the Newark, New Jersey school
district. She is a Former Teacher of the Year Award Recipient and this year’s recipient of the National Reading
Recovery Leadership Award.

Kathleen Donohue is the Supervisor of Language Arts Literacy, Newark Public Schools. She is a former English
teacher at the prestigious Science High School, and coordinator of the Essex County Writing Competition.

The Use of Self-Regulated Learning Strategies by Fifth and Sixth Grade Students

in Mathematics
BirMINGHAM ConNVENTION CENTER EAST MEeeTING Room G Audience: Grades 4-8
Theme: Culture and Learning

Presenters: MIELANIE SHORES

Fifth and sixth grade students completed a survey regarding their use of self-regulated learning strategies Shores
and how often they use those strategies in mathematics. Using the SRLIS, which is comprised of fifteen strategies
together with six different learning contexts results suggest differences for the two grade levels in regards to strategy
use and frequency and among those strategies used across different learning contexts as measured by the SRLIS.
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First Afternoon Session Breakout Presenters (continued) 1:15-2:35pm

Melanie L. Shores has a Ph.D. in Educational Psychology from Auburn University and is currently an Assistant
Professor at The University of Alabama at Birmingham. She teaches courses in educational measurement/evaluation
to graduate/undergraduate students in the School of Education. Her research focuses on self-regulation, motivation,
anxiety, gender, and academic performance in mathematics.

Project Based Learning Online Training Modules to Enrich Learning

BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Roowm | Audience: All
Theme: Educator Preparation

Presenters: RosALIND HALE

The Project Based Learning (PBL) online training site has been created by the Buck Institute for Education
through a collaborative effort with college campuses. It is a free site that has been developed with input from
urban educators, pre-service and veteran teachers. This session will introduce participants to the site and provide a
discussion about ways to use PBL in the classroom to enrich learning.

Dr. Rosalind Pijeaux Hale is a professor and Chair/NCATE Coordinator. She was been a principal in urban
schools in Alabama and has experience working in Pre-K-12 and higher education.

Hale

Closing the Reading Achievement Gap with Quality Classroom Libraries

BirMINGHAM ConNvVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room L Audience: Pre-K-8
Theme: Enrichment

Presenter: LINDA CORNWELL

Access to books is an essential element of an effective reading program. Students who are high frequency
readers demonstrate higher level for reading achievement; however, without access to quality books beyond their
textbooks, students will not practice their reading skills sufficiently to build fluency or develop the habit of reading.
This session will examine: 1) the impact that access to books has on reading achievement for all students; 2) the
research-based guidelines for a quality classroom library; and, 3) the requisites for an independent reading program
that engages all students in high frequency reading.

Linda Cornwell is currently the national literacy specialist for Scholastic’s Classroom Books division. An
educator for thirty-eight years, she has served as a secondary English/reading teacher, an elementary school library
media specialist, and administrator for school improvement, reading and library media programs for the Indiana
Department of Education, and as director of school quality for the Indiana State Teachers Association.

Cornwell

Second Afternoon Session Featured Speakers 2:50-4:10 pm

Reversing Urban Students” Underachievement: Nurturing High

Intellectual Performance
SHERATON BALLROOM Audience: All
Themes: Promoting High Intelligence Performance, Culture and Learning

Featured Presenter: YVETTE JACKSON™*

This session will show how every student of color can achieve high intellectual performance when the right Jackson
conditions are ensured. Educators attending this session will learn how to create these necessary conditions;
experience from this highly interactive session how students can be motivated to engage in their own learning; and,
find out how teachers working with the National Urban Alliance succeed in reversing underachievement when their
lessons take into consideration how student culture and language affect cognition.

Yvette Jackson is internationally recognized for her work in assessing the learning potential of disenfranchised
urban students. Her research is in literacy, gifted education and the cognitive mediation theory of Dr. Reuven
Feuerstein. She has developed an integrated process to motivate and elicit potential in underachievers. This research
was the basis for her design of the New York City Gifted Programs Framework when she was the Director of Gifted
Programs. As Executive Director of Instruction and Professional Development for the New York City Board of
Education, she led the development and implementation of the Comprehensive Education Plan, which optimizes
the delivery of all core curriculum and support services in the public schools. Dr. Jackson currently serves as the
Chief Executive Officer of the National Urban Alliance, founded at Columbia University. She works with school
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district administrators and teachers across the country to customize and deliver systemic approaches to literacy
development through instructional practices that expand and accelerate student learning and achievement. She is

a visiting lecturer at Harvard University, a member of ASCD’s Differentiated Instruction Cadre and an international
keynote presenter. Dr. Jackson received a B.A. from Queens College of the City University of New York with a double
major in Education and French. At Columbia University’s Teachers College, she was awarded an M.A. in Curriculum,
an Ed.M. in Educational Administration, and a Doctorate in Educational Administration. Her session will show how
every student of color can achieve high intellectual performance when the right conditions are ensured.

Differentiating Instruction for Student Success
SHERATON BALLROOM Audience: All
Theme: Enrichment

Featured Presenter: CAROL TOMLINSON

Classrooms that help students succeed take into account both student strengths and weaknesses. Teachers
in those classroom build relationships with students that help them progress toward more productive learning
patterns and stronger achievement. In this session, we’ll take a look at key principles of effective differentiation
and illustrate each principle with classroom applications developed by teachers who proactively plan for the
success of academically diverse student populations. Examples will illustrate practices in a wide range of grades
and subject areas.

Carol Ann Tomlinson’s career as an educator includes twenty-one years as a public school teacher, including
twelve years as a program administrator of special services for struggling and advanced learners. She was Virginia’s
Teacher of the Year in 1974. More recently, she has been a faculty member at the University of Virginia’s Curry
School of Education, where she is currently Professor of Educational Leadership, Foundations and Policy. Also at
the University of Virginia, she is Codirector of the University’s Institutes on Academic Diversity. Carol was named
Outstanding Professor at Curry School of Education in 2004. Special interests throughout her career have included
curriculum and instruction for struggling learners and advanced learners, effective instruction in heterogeneous
settings, and encouraging creative and critical thinking in the classroom.

Tomlinson

Second Afternoon Session Breakout Presenters 2:50—4:10 pm

At Risk in America, African-American Male Achievement
BirMINGHAM ConNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEeeTING Room D Audience: All

Themes: Promoting High Intelligence Performance, Enrichment, Culture and Learning,
Learning Needs of Boys

Presenter: COMMISSIONER GEORGE COLLINS

Commissioner Collins from Connecticut will explore the ways that states can support and improve the academic
achievement of back males.

Constructing Meaning & Accelerating Learning
BiIrMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room E Audience: All
Theme: Language Development and Literacy

Presenter: STEPHEN |VENS™

Constructing meaning from text is essential to being to learn from text. The Degrees of Reading Power program
assesses the ability to construct meaning from text, informs instruction, and documents annual yearly progress.
Importantly the program does measure what teachers teach, but rather assesses a valued outcome that teachers help
students achieve.

As the Executive Director of Research and Development for The College Board, Dr. lvens was responsible for
the administration of all research and development activities of the College Board. During this time his principle
interest was in the development of the Degrees of Reading Power (DRP) program with colleagues at Touchstone
Applied Science Associates (TASA) and the New York State Education Department. Mr. Ivens joined the staff of TASA
in 1989 and served as a Vice-President and a member of the Board of Directors through 1999.

Ivens
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Second Afternoon Session Breakout Presenters (continued) 2:50—4:10 pm

Teaching out of the Box: Using Thinking Maps to Increase Student Achievement
BIRMINGHAM CoONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room F Audience: Grades 4-12
Themes: Promoting High Intelligence Performance, Educator Preparation

Presenter: TRACY BAILEY™

Teachers from three middle schools in Birmingham, Alabama will share the story of how they were first
introduced to Thinking Maps. The maps will be taught along with their purposes and primitive. This presentation will
focus on creative uses of the maps and the way students have made them their own. These success stories will be
supported by the teachers’ classroom research findings on how students have matured intellectually.

Tracy Swinton Bailey of Myrtle Beach, South Carolina has worked as a teacher and consultant for the past
eleven years. Currently, she works with the National Urban Alliance For Effective Education.

Making Mathematical Thinking Public: Using Meaningful Writing Prompts

BirMINGHAM ConNvVENTION CENTER EAST MEeeTING Room G Audience: Grades 4-12
Theme: Enrichment

Presenter: BiLL TOBIN

This hands-on workshop integrates meaningful and engaging writing experiences into mathematics instruction.
Attendees will learn how to create writing prompts that engage and motivate students while articulating and
extending their understanding of mathematical concepts and procedures and participate in using strategies that
bring in student culture and language into their learning. Classroom-tested prompts will be shared as well as tips on
how to create them for the participants’ own students.

Bill Tobin teaches Mathematics at Reading High School, Reading, Pennsylvania. He was a consultant for
the NUA for many years. He lives in Douglassville, Pennsylvania with his wife Lisa. They are both trainers for
Feuerstein’s Instrumental Enrichment.

Afterschool Programming: Opportunities for Closing the Achievement Gap
BirMINGHAM CONVENTION CeNTER EAST MEETING Room | Audience: All

Theme: Language Development and Literacy, Enrichment, Culture and Learning,
Educator Preparation

Presenter: REBKHA ATNAFOU

Richard Rothstein states that afterschool programs are one of three top essential elements for closing the
achievement gap. Presentation will focus on promising practices on school/afterschool partnership in urban
education based on opportunities and challenges of urban environments. Afterschool programs partnering
with schools offer extended learning opportunities, connection to parents, access to museums, field trips, and
social services. Focus will be on the work of Baltimore’s Afterschool Strategy and exemplary systems from around
the country.

Rebkha Atnafou is the Director of The After-School Institute responsible for the overall management of training
and technical assistance for afterschool programs in Baltimore. She serves on the board of the Maryland State
Department of Education, The Out-of-School Time Resource Center at the University of Pennsylvania, and The
Center for Summer Learning at Johns Hopkins University. She has a B.A. in biology and a M.A. in public health.

Atnafou

Project SMILE: The Standards Movement and the Inclusion of Learners

with Exceptionalities
BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Roowm ] Audience: Pre-K-8
Theme: Educator Preparation

Presenter: RUTH TUCKER

Teachers sometimes view inclusion and standards-based reform as incompatible ideas. These tensions can be
exacerbated in urban districts, where educators often find the need to make greater gains with fewer resources.
The goal of this presentation is to describe a professional development sequence found useful in helping urban
teachers to promote the success of students with disabilities in standards-based classrooms; and present information
regarding the efficacy of this professional development sequence.

Ruth Tucker is a member of the faculty at the University of Alabama at Birmingham.
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The Importance of Technology Instruction in Urban Settings
Birmingham Convention Center East Meeting Room K Audience: All
Theme: Promoting High Intelligence Performance, Culture and Learning

Presenters: MARGARET RicE AND MicHAEL WILSON

This presentation will look at technology issues especially related to students in urban settings. The presentation
is based on research from Margaret Rice’s 2002 Dissertation entitled The Digital Divide: A Study of Teacher
Awareness and Efforts to Address the Issue. HER Re SEARCH SHOWE D THAT THE USE OF TE CHNOLOGY IN URBAN SCHOOLS AND
HOMES IS SIGNITICANTLY LOWER THAN THAT OF THE IR SUBURBAN PEERS. MANY TIMES THE ISSUES ARE fINANCIAL IN NATURE, BUT WE
ARe fINDING M ORE AND M ORE THAT LACK OF KNOWLE DGE OF TEACHE RS AND OTHER SCHOOL P ERSONNEL IS A GREATPROBLEM ALSO.

DR RICE IS AN ASSOCIATE P ROFE SSOR AND CHAIR OF THE P ROGRAM IN INSTRUCTIONAL/EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP. DR RICE’S
RE SE ARCH FOCUSE 'S ON TE CHNOLOGY INTE GRATION AT THE K—12 LEVEL INCLUDING HOW M UCH INTE GRATION HAS ALRE ADY TAKE N
PLACE, HOW FACULTY ARE INVOLVED IN INTE GRATION, WHAT FACTORS INFIUENCE THE USE OF TE CHNOLOGY, HOW TE CHNOLOGY IS BEING
USED, AND THE EFECTIVENESS OF INTE GRATING TE CHNOLOGY.

Crafting Responsive Instruction for the Academic Development of Language

and Literacy in English Language Learners (ELLs)

BirMINGHAM ConNvVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room L Audience: Pre-K-8
Theme: Language Development and Literacy

Presenter: CLARA AMADOR-WATSON

This presentation is intended to explore key principles driving standards-aligned responsive instruction for
English Language Learners in grades K-8. Job-embedded, long term professional development for teachers of ELLs
will be examined in the context of Teacher as Decision-Maker, Assessment of Academic Oral Language Use and
intentional development of Academic Reading and Writing.

During the last twenty years, Clara Amador-Watson'’s career has centered on English as a Foreign Language,
English as a Second Language, Bilingual and Dual Language Education in the U.S. and abroad. She holds degrees
in Sociology of Education, Elementary Education, Bilingual Teaching Methodologies, Educational Leadership and
Policy Analysis for Culturally Linguistically Diverse Students has allowed her to teach in multiple urban settings
from K-12 schools to post-graduate degree programs in teacher preparation for ELLs. She is currently working
on Professional Development for in-service teachers and Professional Preparation for pre-service teachers via
alternative certification routes.

The Best of the Best: Using Celebrated Adolescent Literature to Honor Diverse

Cultures and Help Teens Negotiate Texts with Strong Literary Practices

BIRMINGHAM CoONVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room N Audience: Grades 9-12
Themes: Language Development and Literacy, Promoting High Intelligence Performance,
Culture and Learning

Presenters: Kay SmitH*, JuLiA EMic*™ AND ANNA GiL-GARcIA™

Modeling NUA's best literacy practices, this session will demonstrate priming and retaining for mastery skills using
multicultural adolescent texts which are accessible, enjoyable and filled with the rhythm of teens’ popular culture.
Attendees will participate in text-engagements that build critical literacy skills and legitimize teens’ literary preferences.

Dr. Kay Smith, Dr. Julia Emig, and Dr. Anna Gil-Garcia are National Urban Alliance consultants.

Emig
Expanding the Knowledge of the Birmingham Civil Rights Movement

BIRMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room O Audience: Grades 9-12
Themes: Promoting High Intellectual Performance, Culture and Learning

Presenter: ELAINE HiLL

In the 1950s and 60s, Birmingham, Alabama led the nation in the struggle for civil rights. Since that time there
have been many articles and books written that focus on these events. For the urban student, these materials are not
only accessible but also provide a venue for developing the critical thinking that will assist the student in achieving
high intellectual potential.

Elaine Hill has worked as an educator in the Birmingham City Schools for the past thirty-four years. During that
time, she has been a high school English teacher and a curriculum and instruction specialist. She currently serves as
Executive Director of Professional Development & Grants. Dr. Hill completed her Ph.D. in Curriculum & Instruction
from the University of Alabama. She also holds degrees from Jacksonville State University and UAB. In addition to

Gil-Garcia
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Second Afternoon Session Breakout Presenters (continued) 2:50—4:10 pm

belonging to numerous professional organizations, she is the board chair of the National Conference for Community
and Justice (NCCJ) and serves on the Academy of Fine Arts board. She is a 2006 graduate of Leadership Birmingham.

Cognitive Pathways to Literacy

BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room M Audience: All
Theme: Literacy

Presenter: GWEN LAVERT

Feuerstein’s Instrumental Enrichment gives a unique and deep insight into the teaching of reading from a
cognitive perspective. By focusing instruction on how children learn, this session takes the science of reading
instruction to a new level, which gives greater assurances that even the most struggling reader can succeed Lavert
beyond expectations.

Gwen Lavert has more than thirty years experience as a classroom teacher, reading mentor, assistant principal,
principal, consultant for the Wright Group and SkyLight Professional Development. She has a certification as a
Feuerstein trainer.

Closing Session 4:20-5:40 pm

The Shame of the Nation: The Struggle Ahead

SHERATON BALLROOM
Keynote Presenter: JONATHAN KozoL

This presentation will speak to the current dramatic return of segregated and unequal education in United
States public schools and the evolution of a stripped-down, test-driven, and non-critical curriculum for children
of minorities. Mr. Kozol will suggest strategies to meet the challenges faced by teachers in urban schools and will
suggest that teachers and students must become advocates for change. Kozol

This best selling author returns to podium as a keynote speaker in the Teaching For Intelligence series for the
fifth time. In the passion of the civil rights campaigns of 1964 and 1965, Jonathan Kozol moved from Harvard
Square into a poor black neighborhood of Boston and became a fourth grade teacher in the Boston Public Schools.

He has devoted the subsequent four decades to issues of education and social justice in America.

Death at an Early Age, a description of his first year as a teacher, was published in 1967 and received the 1968
National Book Award in Science, Philosophy, and Religion. Now regarded as a classic by educators, it has sold
more than two million copies in the United States and Europe.

His 1995 best seller, Amazing Grace: The Lives of Children and the Conscience of a Nation, described his visits
to the South Bronx of New York, the poorest congressional district of America. Praised by scholars such as Robert
Coles and Henry Louis Gates, and children’s advocates and theologians all over the nation, Amazing Grace received
the Anisfield-Wolf Book Award in 1996, an honor previously granted to the works of Langston Hughes and Dr.

Martin Luther King.

His next book, Ordinary Resurrections, was a more introspective work about the spiritual and moral qualities of
children he had come to know in the South Bronx. A favorite among schoolteachers because of its narratives of daily
life seen through the eyes of children, the book was described by The Washington Post as “an eloquent love letter to
a set of children” whom Jonathan had “grown to know, cherish, and delight in.” The New York Times described it as
“deeply moving...the most personal of Kozol’s efforts.” The poet Gwendolyn Brooks praised it as “a magnificent gift
to us all.”

Now, in The Shame of the Nation, Jonathan returns to the battle with his strongest, most disturbing work to
date: a powerful exposé of the conditions he has found in visiting and revisiting nearly sixty public schools in
thirty different districts in eleven states throughout the past five years. Virtually everywhere, he finds that inner-
city children are more isolated racially than they have been any time since federal courts began dismantling the
landmark ruling in Brown v. Board of Education. They live an apartheid existence and attend apartheid schools.

Few of them know white children any longer.” The proportion of black children who are now attending integrated
public schools, he notes, is at a lower level than in any year since 1968. “No matter how complex the reasons that
have brought us to the point at which we stand,” he writes, “we have, it seems, been traveling a long way to a place
of ultimate surrender that does not look very different from the place where some of us began. If we have agreed to
give up on the dream for which so many gave their lives, perhaps at least we ought to have the honesty to say so.”
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Opening Session 8:00-9:50 am

Celebrating Culture and Language for All Students
SHERATON BALLROOM

Keynote Presenter: AsA HiLLIARD 111

Dr. Hilliard’s Keynote Session will focus on the need for change in American schools and how all children
have the right to achieve at the highest level that they are capable of achieving as well as the role of the American
educator in this process.

Dr. Asa G. Hilliard Ill is the Fuller E. Callaway Professor of Urban Education at Georgia State University, with Hilliard
joint appointments in the Department of Educational Policy Studies and the Department of Educational Psychology
and Special Education. He earned a B.A. in Educational Psychology, M.A. in Counseling, and Eddy. in Educational
Psychology from the University of Denver, where he also taught in the College of Education and in the Philosophy
colloguium of the Centennial Scholars Honors Program.

Second Morning Session Featured Presenters 10:00-11:20 Am

Five Thoughts for a More Thought-Full Curriculum

SHERATON BALLROOM
Featured Presenter: ART COSTA

This session will focus on the growing need for informed, skilled and compassionate citizens who value truth,
openness, creativity, interdependence, balance and love as well as the search for personal and spiritual freedom in
all area’s of one’s life. This demands that the school’s curriculum must be open and flexible enough to accommodate
these new perspectives. In this presentation, five themes will be presented as “lenses” with which to view a
thoughtful and thought-filled curriculum.

Arthur L. Costa is an Emeritus Professor of Education at California State University, Sacramento and Cofounder
of the Institute for Intelligent Behavior in El Dorado Hills, California. He has served as a classroom teacher, a
curriculum consultant, an assistant superintendent for instruction and as the Director of Educational Programs for
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. He has made presentations and conducted workshops in all
fifty states as well as Mexico, Central and South America, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Africa, Europe, Asia
and the Islands of the South Pacific. Author of numerous journal articles, he edited the book, Developing Minds: A
Resource Book for Teaching Thinking; is the author of The Enabling Behaviors; Teaching for Intelligent Behaviors;
and The School as a Home for the Mind. He is coauthor (with Larry Lowery) of Techniques for Teaching Thinking;
Cognitive Coaching: A Foundation for Renaissance Schools; (with Bob Garmston) and co-editor of Assessment in
the Learning Organization; The Habits of Mind Series (with Bena Kallick) and the trilogy, Process as Content (with
Rosemarie Liebmann).

In Order To Teach The Children You Must Believe They Can Learn

SHERATON BALLROOM
Featured Presenter: DIANE LAPP

This session will discuss the role urban parents in poverty believe they play in the education of their
children. Their beliefs will be contrasted with teacher expectations. Ideas for student engagement and motivation
will be shared.

Diane Lapp, Professor of Reading and Language in the Department of Teacher Education at San Diego State
University, has taught in elementary and middle schools. Dr. Lapp who codirects and teaches field based preservice
and graduate courses spent her recent sabbatical team teaching in a public school first grade classroom. Dr. Lapp
has coauthored and edited many articles, columns, texts, handbooks and children’s materials on reading and
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language arts issues. These include the following two which were codeveloped with James Flood: Teaching Reading
to Every Child a reading methods textbook in its fourth edition; and The Handbook of Research in Teaching the
English Language Arts, second edition soon to be released. She has also chaired and cochaired several IRA and

NRC committees. Her many educational awards include being named as the Outstanding Teacher Educator and
Faculty Member in the Department of Teacher Education at SDSU, the Distinguished Research Lecturer from SDSU’s
Graduate Division of Research, a member of the California Reading Hall of Fame, and IRA’s 1996 Outstanding
Teacher Educator of the Year. Dr. Lapp is the coeditor of California’s major literacy journal The California Reader.

Second Morning Session 10:00-11:20 Am

Design Principles for Successful High School Redesign
BirRMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAST MEeeTING Room A Audience: Grades 9-12
Theme: Promoting High Intellectual Performance

Presenter: AsH VVASUDEVA

More and more high schools are finding that the factory model schools, designed over one hundred years ago,
cannot meet the new demands of today’s schools. Desighed to emulate the assembly line, the old models identified
a small number of students for high level work and relegate the majority for rote learning. Today, we need to
prepare all students for a knowledge economy that requires complex thinking skills and we must do this for a more
diverse student population. Traditional school structures make it difficult for teachers to know students well, adapt
curriculum to student needs, and allow students to learn from each other.

Pioneering educators are retooling large comprehensive high schools into smaller more effective learning
communities that teach all students at high levels. This workshop will highlight four high schools from across the
country that embodies the best features of redesign. Although common principles of redesign are evident across
all four schools, each school adapts and adopts the features that best serve its community. Some common features
are small learning communities, smaller class size, reduced pupil load for teachers, teacher teams, advisory, core
academic curriculum, project-based learning and performance-based assessment.

Participants will study overall principles of successful high school redesign and through video and case study
information and participate in a virtual tour of the redesign of one of the high schools. An overview will be provided
for the principles of redesign exhibited by all of the schools. Finally, workshop attendees will have the opportunity
to apply the principles they have explored to their own high school context and be facilitated in identifying the
principles of redesign that may best serve their community.

Ash Vasudeva is Deputy Director of SRN LEADS at Stanford University, where he works to develop partnerships
with schools districts, intermediaries and charter management organizations to enhance and build local capacity for
administrative and instructional leadership. Previously he worked with WestEd’s Evaluation Research Program where
he conducted a longitudinal evaluation of the Western Regional Educational Laboratory (WREL).

Forum with Successful Birmingham City Schools Administrators
BirRMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEeeTiNg Room B Audience: All
Theme: Promoting High Intelligence Performance

Presenter: MAMIE MERRIFIELD*

Birmingham City School Principals and District Administrators will share successes with implementation of
NUA strategies and philosophy acquired through the TRUST Initiative.

Mamie Merrifield, the facilitator for this session, is the NUA Director of the TRUST Initiative. TRUST (Training Merrifield
and Retaining Urban Student Teachers) is a partnership with the University of Alabama at Birmingham, Birmingham
City Schools, NUA and the College Board.

Youth the Heart of the Community: Creating a School and Community Culture

Conducive to Learning
BirMINGHAM ConNvVENTION CENTER EAsT MeeTiING Room D Audience: All
Theme: Culture and Learning

Presenter: DUNEEN DE BRUHL

De Bruhl

The Rio Vista Community Partnerships were developed out of a need to reclaim a school and a community.
The school was tainted by the lowest test scores in the district, the highest teacher attrition rate, negative
media coverage, gang violence, cultural insensitivity, and non-existent expectations for students of color and/or
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linguistic diversity. The community was plagued by gang violence, characterized by weekly drive-by shootings,

drug trafficking, blight and crime. The school demographics represented a diverse culture of 50% African American,
40% Hispanic and 10% Caucasian, Asian, Pacific Islander, Native American and other cultures. This presentation
will share successful processes, programs and strategies that resulted in academic success for all students and a
community partnership that helped to reclaim a community as a safe, secure environment. A California State County
Award Youth the Heart of the Community; a U.S. Department of Education Award for a Safe Disciplined and Drug
Free School and recognition by Far West Laboratories as a successful school were achieved.

Dr. Duneen De Bruhl is the Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services for the Victor Valley Union High
School District in southern California. An expert in education reform, school improvement, student achievement
and cultural diversity, Dr. De Bruhl has been an educator for thirty-three years and served as a Director of
Curriculum and Instruction, Gifted and Talented Education K-12, and Magnet Education Programs K-8; secondary
and elementary principal, staff development specialist and teacher in grades K-12 and post secondary education.
Dr. De Bruhl is recognized as an outstanding educational leader and has won several awards including the
Association of California School Administrators’ Service Award, the coveted NAACP Pioneer in Education Award”
and the Black Rose Award for Educator of the Year.

Creating Communities of Learners: In-Service Teachers as Literacy Tutors
BiIrMINGHAM CoONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room E Audience: Grades 9-16
Theme: Educator Preparation

Presenter: DAVID SCHWARZER

The purpose of this presentation is to describe the newly developed tutorial program for first semester in-
service teachers at UAB. This Developmental Reading 1 class is taught at a local urban school in the vicinity of the
University. Students and the professor meet at the school for both the theoretical class followed by a tutorial session
with students. Local school administrators and teachers become an integral part of the class as well. Preliminary
data about the success and challenges encountered will be shared with the audience in order to serve as a
springboard for other urban institutions trying to collaborate with local schools and teachers. Cases studies based on
students final projects will be shared with the audience.

Dr. David Schwarzer is an Associate Professor in Reading Education at the University of Alabama, Birmingham
in the school of Education. His research interests are early multiliteracy development, second and foreign language
instruction, and qualitative research in language teaching. He was born in Argentina, raised in Israel and now
resides in the U.S. He has three multilingual Hebrew, Spanish, English children.

Thinking Strategically Through Nonfiction Texts
BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room F Audience: Grades 4-8
Theme: Language Development & Literacy

Presenter: KIMBERLI KERN

Can your students think critically and understand the content information in nonfiction text passages? This
interactive session will examine ways to improve student comprehension and achievement through deductive,
text dependent instructional strategies. Participants will engage in hands-on activities with an emphasis on student
understanding of vocabulary in context and of interpreting and applying different levels of difficulty.

BOOM! Igniting the Fire and the Desire for Mathematics Intelligence’
for All Students: One School’s Professional Learning Journey to Developing

a Mathematical Discourse Community for All
BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEeeTING Room G Audience: Pre-K-8
Theme: Promoting High Intellectual Performance, Culture and Learning

Presenter: Liz IRWIN Irwin

This presentation will address the four-year journey of a New York State urban school in facilitating the
development of a mathematical thinking and reasoning community for all students, teachers and administrators. The
catalyst of this change has been a focus on teachers as reflective practitioners as well as professional learning, with
a collaborative partnership formed with a consultant, and embedded within a Whole School Framework for School
Renewal. Various components of the journey including leadership, professional development, “assessment literacy”
(Fullan, 2005), data-driven instruction and students’ outcomes will be explored and discussed. Igniting the fire and
desire in all students’ for developing mathematical intelligence has been the motivating outcome of the journey as
well as proof of increased achievements and mathematical thinking.
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Second Morning Session (continued) 10:00-11:20 am

Liz IRwin (Dip.T., B.Ep., M.ED.-MATHE M ATICS EDUCATION) HAS WORKED AS A TEACHER EDUCATION CONSULTANT,
UNIVERSITY LECTURER, ADM INISTRATOR AND RE GIONAL LE ADER IN DE VE LOP ING WHOLE ScHooL CURRICULUM FRAM EWORKS IN
MATHE M ATCS AND LITERACY IN AUSTRALIA. HER P ASSIONS INCLUDE A CONSTRUCTIVIST AP P ROACH TO MATHE M ATICS TE ACHING
AND LE ARNING, EARLY CHILDHOOD E DUCATION AND SCHOOL LE ADERSHIP IN A CULTURE OF CHANGE . HER DEP TH OF KNOWILE DGE
AND CAP ACITY FOR B UILDING P ROFE SSIONAL LE ARNING COM M UNITIES IN SCHOOLS HAS BEEN REALIZE D THROUGH HE R P ROFE SSIONAL
DE VE LOP M ENT CONSULTANCY WORK WITH TE ACHE RS AND ADM INISTRATORS. SHE IS CURRE NTLY WORKING AS A MATHE M ATICS
CONSULTANT FOR AUSTRALIAN UNITED STATES SERVICES IN EDUCATION IN NEW YORK, WHILE COM P LE TING HE R DOCTORATE ON SCHOOL
LE ADERSHIP AND P ROFE SSIONAL LE ARNING WITH CURRICULUM CHANGE .

Teaching and Leading for Social Justice Advocacy: A Journey to

Unravel Racism in Education
BirRMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Roowm | Audience: All
Theme: Culture and Learning

Presenter: PHIL HUNSBERGER

Teaching and Leading for Social Justice Advocacy (TLSJA), is a year-long program to examine the intersection
of race and instruction. Teams of teachers and administrators spend a weekend retreat at the start of the program
to examine white privilege, internalized oppression, and institutionalized racism as these are “woven” into public
education. The goal of this program is to transform educators to insure high quality instruction for all students.

Dr. Phil Hunsberger, lead facilitator for Teaching and Leading for Social Justice Advocacy, serves on the faculty
of Dismantling Racism Institutes for the National Conference of Community and Justice, (St. Louis and Southern
California) and Just Communities (Santa Barbara, California). He was the National Distinguished Principal from
Illinois serving thirty-seven years in public education.

Hunsberger

Building an Urban Pipeline of Pre-Service Teachers
BIRMINGHAM CoONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room J Audience: All
Theme: Educator Preparation

Presenter: ANNE CRYLEN AND DAMEKA REDIC

To successfully prepare pre-service teachers for urban classrooms, they need supported collaborative
experiences in urban schools before they enter their own classroom. This session will highlight how Chicago Public
Schools developed the Teacher Pipeline Programs to recruit and retain the best and brightest pre-service teachers
year-round. Learn about our enhanced Student Teaching Program and our unique summer Teaching Residency and
Internship Program which immerses pre-service teachers in the classroom, the city and a reflective community of
educators.

Anne Crylen is the current program manager of the Chicago Public Schools Teaching Residency and Internship
Program. Dameka Redic is the current program manager of the Chicago Public Schools Student Teaching Program.

Publishing Workshop for Educators
BIRMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room K Audience: All
Theme: Educator Preparation

Presenter: GENNY OSTERTAG AND ScotT WILLIS

Are you looking for an opportunity to share your expertise and experience? Would you like to enhance your
reputation as a leader in the worldwide learning community? Become a published author. In this session, you'll
learn about the ins and outs of writing for education journals, magazines, and books. You’ll discover what editors
are looking for, how to craft effective articles and book proposals, and how to navigate the publishing process.

Genny Ostertag is an editor at the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to the success of each learner. She acquires and edits research-based books on learning,
teaching, and leadership for K-12 educators. Before joining ASCD, Genny worked at Penguin and HarperCollins in
New York.

Willis
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The PROMISE Initiative (Pursuing Regional Opportunities for Mentoring,
Innovation, and Success for English Learners): Making a Real Difference
for English Learners
BirRMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEeeTING Room L Audience: All
Theme: Language Development and Literacy
Presenter: JAN GUSTAFSON
Southern California is the home to over 25% of the nation’s English Learners (ELs), many who are facing
increasing critical academic needs. The PROMISE Initiative addresses those needs through a systemic collaboration
of county offices, school districts and pilot schools that builds on a vision of biliteracy, and multiculturalism
to ensure high levels of academic, linguistic, and multicultural competency. This presentation will provide a

description of PROMISE, its eight core, and provide insight from teachers and administrators on the implementation
of the program. Sexism and economic disadvantage are eliminated for all children and youth.

Educating African American Males: Voices From the Field
BIRMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room M Audience: All
Theme: Learning Needs of Boys | Culture and Learning

Presenter: TOKS FASHOLA

This presentation in the form of a workshop, addresses educational issues pertaining to the needs and
challenges of African American males. The presentation presents the proceedings of a Conference on African
American males which was developed into two special editions of a journal, and into a book titled Educating
African American Males: Voices from the Field. The presentation addresses issues such as high school dropout,
perceptions of masculinity, mental health needs of African American male students, teacher preparation, male role
models in the lives of the children, and the development of the talents of African American males during the non-
school hours. The presentation will also highlight programs that have been shown to work, and programs that are
currently being developed, such as the Men Equipped to Nurture program at Bowie State University. The program
will also highlight research based practices such as mentoring, peer tutoring and other practices that have shown
positive results.

Olatokunbo (Toks) S. Fashola is a Senior Research Scientist with the American Institutes for Research, and
an Adjunct Research Scientist with the Johns Hopkins University. While at the Johns Hopkins University, she
conducted research and published books and article on the effectiveness of comprehensive school reform programs,
including programs specifically geared toward middle and high school students. She has written numerous articles
on comprehensive school reform, and is coauthor of Show Me the Evidence! Proven and Promising Programs for
America’s Schools. She has also conducted research on effective reading programs for students in need of additional
academic services in grades K-12, and also specifically geared toward middle and high school students. Dr.
Fashola, who recently joined the AIR staff, is currently the Research Director of the Comprehensive School Reform
Center, primarily responsible for the evaluation and production of AIR-Reports.

Fashola

First Afternoon Session Featured Speakers 12:45-2:05 pm

The Literate Citizen
SHERATON BALLROOM Audience: All
Theme: Language Development and Literacy

Featured Presenters: YVETTE JACKSON, AsA HILLIARD |11, DoNNA OGLE,
AND DIANE Lapp

This panel, comprised of leading experts on urban literacy, will explore the issues of the Hilliard

universality of literacy in all races and cultures, strategies for multi-literacies and methods for
overcoming the stereotypes that relate to the inabilities of some parts of society to become a
literate citizens.

Lapp
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First Afternoon Session Featured Speakers (continued) 12:45-2:05 pm

Emerging Strategies for Strengthening Mathematics Teaching and Learning

in Large Urban Districts
BIRMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room M Audience: All
Theme: Promoting High Intellectual Performance

Featured Presenter: URI TREISMAN

Treisman

The session will explore emerging practices in effective districts for serving English language learners
and students with special needs as well as novel strategies for shaping the culture of middle and high school
mathematics classes. It will also explore new approaches to coaching and surprisingly powerful uses of modern
technology to support high student achievement in mathematics.

Uri Treisman is professor of mathematics and director of the Charles A. Dana Center at the University of Texas
at Austin. For his work on nurturing minority student high achievement in mathematics, he was named a MacArthur
Fellow in 1992. In December 1999, he was named as one of the outstanding leaders of higher education in the
20th century by the magazine Black Issues In Higher Education. Dr. Treisman is a founding board member of AVID
and of the National Center for Public Policy in Higher Education. He chairs the Chancellor’s Advisory Board for
Mathematics in New York City and the steering committee of the Urban Mathematics Leadership Network. In all
his work, he is an advocate for equity and excellence in education for all children. The recently released results of
the 2005 Trial Urban District Assessment show vast differences in the effectiveness of urban districts in teaching
mathematics to low income and ethnic minority students.

Workshop Sessions 12:45-3:35 Pm

Establishing and Maintaining a Brain-Based Classroom

BIRMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room A Audience: All
Theme: Culture and Learning

Presenter: SUSAN RUCKDESCHEL AND DoNNA PoLiaANEC™

Participants begin with opening community building activities that work themselves into dialogue about
building brain-based strategies into lessons. A PowerPoint presentation informs a rich discussion about strategies,
research that underlies them, and ensuing pedagogy. The workshop immediately moves into the demonstration and
practice on lesson formatting, where participants practice the delivery and art of lesson development that works to
cultivate background knowledge, connect with children internally, motivate, and tap into specific areas of the brain.

Dr. Donna M. Poljanec began her teaching career in 1972 by teaching reading on an interdisciplinary team
at the middle school level in Maryland. She earned her Masters in Reading at Towson State University and worked
as a reading specialist in two districts before a faculty appointment at Clarion University in 1980. Her Ph.D. is
from the University of Pittsburgh and she primarily teaches literacy courses to undergraduate pre-service teachers
and graduate courses for reading specialists. Donna has held numerous elected leadership positions at Clarion
University including President of Faculty Senate, Chair of the Presidential Commission on the Status of Women, and
Chair of the Education Department. Dr. Poljanec has also trained tutors for Americorps, served as a consultant to Poljanec
school districts and provided professional development for teachers. She is committed to learning, and believes in
teachers and their ability to make a difference in the lives of their students.

Susan Ruckdeschel, M.S. Ed. is an educator and workshop facilitator who has taught and directed numerous
programs in public schools and universities including: Reading Intervention, English Language Arts, English as a
Second Language, Academic Intervention Services, and college admissions programs. As professor/lecturer for
several universities (presently the University of Phoenix), she remains current on research, pedagogy and practical
instruction in the field of education. She is the author of the book, Starting School Writing Clubs (WCUSA, 1997),
as well as numerous articles and lesson plans on language arts, writing clubs, enrichment programs, NCLB, literacy
programs and aligning curriculum with state standards and mandates.
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Touching the Spirit: Birmingham Teachers Utilizing Culture in the Achievement

of Educational Excellence for African American and Other Students
BirMINGHAM ConNvVENTION CENTER EAST MEeeTING Room B Audience: All
Theme: Culture and Learning

Title: Presenter: AuGcuUSTA MANN™

This session will spotlight consultants from the National Urban Alliance (NUA) together with Trust Mann
Birmingham K-12 teachers as they demonstrate a representative group of learning and teaching strategies that NUA
has introduced.
Attendees will experience the power of these strategies as they view the evidence of excellence in student work
when teachers demonstrate how the use of these strategies utilize the Touching the Spirit principles and research on
the human brain to accelerate the educational achievement of their significantly under-performing students.
The session will model practices of successful urban teachers used in attaining the serious goals of high
intellectual performance centered within fun, engaging, and participatory learning activities.

Strategies for Helping Struggling Students Complete Schoolwork and Homework
BiIrMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room E Audience: All
Theme: Promoting High Intellectual Performance

Presenter: OLIVIA IFILL-LYNCH

This workshop will outline some of the challenges faced by struggling students and the structures and practices
schools and educators have employed to produce student success. Successful strategies recently highlighted in
the Educational Leadership article, “If They’d Only Do Their Work” (February 2006) by Dr. Linda Darling-Hammond
and Olivia Ifill-Lynch will be presented for study and learning. Participants in the workshop will leave with
knowledge of the learning challenges of struggling learners and successful strategies that have been employed to
address them. General as well as specific artifacts of school organization, instructional practice and student learning
will be reviewed. Moreover, this workshop is intended to have practitioners authentically engage in learning and
be sufficiently capacitated to implement the strategies with students in their schools. Attendees will also be able
to use the workshop experience as professional development to share their learning with other educators in their
school communities.

Olivia Ifill-Lynch is Director of Professional Learning for SRN LEADS at Stanford University where she leads
professional learning events, provides technical assistance to schools, districts and education organizations and
develops and implements redesign and school development proposals. Previously, Lynch served as teacher,
principal, high school director, and local superintendent and as adjunct professor for Bank Street College
of Education.

Ifill-Lynch

First Afternoon Session Breakout Presenters 12:45-2:05 pm

The TRUST Initiative: Training and Retaining Urban Student Teachers
BiIrMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room ] Audience: All
Theme: Educator Preparation

Presenter: DEBORAH VOLTZ

This presentation will describe the TRUST Initiative, which is a partnership designed to prepare teachers who
have the knowledge, skills, and dispositions to promote high levels of student academic achievement in urban
schools. The presentation will describe the components of the TRUST Initiative, as well as how the University of Voltz
Alabama at Birmingham, the Birmingham City Schools, NUA, and the College Board have worked together to
implement this innovative model of teacher preparation and development.

Deborah L. Voltz, Ed.D., is an Associate Professor in the Department of Leadership, Special Education, and
Foundations, and is the Director of the Urban Education Project at UAB.
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First Afternoon Session Breakout Presenters (continued) 12:45-2:05 pm

Literacy Centers for the Primary Classroom
BIRMINGHAM CoONVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Roowm | Audience: Pre-K-1
Theme: Language Development and Literacy

Presenter: KEVIN GALLAGHER

Literacy Centers can be a comfortable area of expertise, a daunting task to approach or somewhere in-between
the two. Where are you? This session will provide participants with a simple and usable approach for implementing
primary literacy centers. Instructor will provide demonstrations of literacy-based centers that can be successfully
utilized in kindergarten, and first grades. Centers will focus on the BIG 5 of literacy: phonemic awareness, phonics,
vocabulary, comprehension, and fluency.

Kevin G. Gallagher is an award-winning teacher, now teaching kindergarten in a Seattle public school. He is
training as a local teacher leader in literacy with NUA consultant Laura Benson. Previous and current educational
experiences include: special education K-12, HS instruction, reading and math support, professional development
and college instruction.

Your World...Your Money—A Teacher to Teacher Tool for Educating Students
BiIrMINGHAM CoONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room F Audience: All
Themes: Promoting High Intelligence Performance, Enrichment

Presenters: CLINT CLARKE, PAauLA DobGE, ALLAN LAUBER, JEFF SHADE, PATTIE HULMES
AND THOMAS KELLEY

This session will highlight the financial literacy project Your World, Your Money, a program dedicated to
introducing students to the skills necessary to make informed choices about how to manage their money. This
interactive session will use simulation activities that mirror life experiences. Teachers can help students have a
greater understanding of how to make sound financial decisions in today’s’ complex world.

Clint Clarke is a retired teacher of Social Studies from Huntington, New York. He taught for over thirty-five
years in middle and high schools. He was nominated twice to Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers, honoring
our nation’s educators. He has extensive experience in cooperative learning, differentiated instruction, inclusion
teaching and simulation learning activities.

Paula Dodge is a retired teacher of Special Education from Northport, New York. Paula taught both elementary
and in the middle school for twenty-five years. She was both a resource room teacher as well as an inclusion
specialist. Her inclusion program was a model for the Long Island public schools. She became an expert in meeting
the special needs of her students by developing hands on material and modifications to meet their requirements.

Allan Lauber is a retired teacher from Manalapan, New Jersey who was a resource room teacher as well as an
inclusion specialist. His career covered thirty-two years of teaching Social Studies, Math and Special Education. He
piloted programs that were cited by the New York Education Department for their excellence.

Jeff Shade is currently a middle school Social Studies teacher from Dix Hills, New York. He is also the president
of his teacher’s union. His student-centered program using simulation and role playing activities has been cited for
its effectiveness in reaching all different types of learners.

Pattie Hulmes is the Director of Community Relations and Education for CB Budget Planning Corp. She is
responsible for developing the educational programs and acts as a liaison to the management team.

Thomas Kelley is the Art Director for the Your World Your Money project sponsored by the CB Budget Planning
Corp. Under the direction of the writers, he manages the art production of this project and works to develop the
concepts to be student friendly. With an extensive background in financial publications and economic projects, he
collaborates with the authors to assist in the development of the project.

Student Learning Through Performance-Based Assessment: EXHIBITION

an Extensive Multidisciplinary Research Project and Presentation
BirRMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEeeTiNg Room D Audience: Grades 4-8
Themes: Promoting High Intelligence Performance, Enrichment, Educator Preparation

Presenter: MARITA MARTINEY

EXHIBITION is a five month performance-based project completed by all Scofield Magnet Middle School 8th
grade students. Students select a unique topic related to existing technology, and proceed to research the scientific
background, historical development, and its impact on society. Students assessment is based on a research paper,
creative components (art, poem, dance etc.), visual aspects (PowerPoint, tri-boards, posters etc.), culminating in




a professional presentation to an audience. Grade 6 and 7 teachers prepare students by incorporating concise
multidisciplinary performance-based projects into the curriculum.

Dr. Marita Martiney graduated from Vassar College with a B.A. in Biochemistry. She earned her M.S. and Ph.D.
in Molecular Genetics at The Albert Einstein College of Medicine. After ten years in biomedical research, she earned
a M.S. in education, and currently teaches mathematics at Scofield Magnet Middle School, in Stamford Connecticut.
Dr. Martiney loops with her students from 7th grade, and continues with the group to 8th grade resulting in a
student-teacher relationship for two consecutive years.

Dual Immersion: Accelerating Achievement through Multilingual, Multicultural

Education for All

BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room G Audience: All
Themes: Language Development and Literacy, Promoting High Intellectual Performance,
Enrichment, Culture and Learning, Educator Preparation

Presenter: ERIN BosTick MAsSON

Learn how to accelerate achievement for culturally and linguistically diverse students while building
proficiency in at least two languages and cultures from elementary school through high school. Presenters will share
national research, as well as, lessons learned from systemic projects with urban schools over the last seven years.

Erin Bostick Mason is the Program Manager for the English Learner/PROMISE Unit at the San Bernardino
County Superintendent of Schools. Her eleven years of teaching and administrative experience with dual immersion
programs from preschool through high school, have led her to work with schools at a regional, statewide, and
national level.

Pineycues and Flutterbyes: The Identification and Remediation of Dyslexia

in an Elementary School
BiIrRMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room K Audience: Pre-K-8
Theme: Language Development and Literacy

Presenter: CECILIA SOFIE

This program reviews the diagnostic criteria for dyslexia. It discusses the development of a systematic approach
to the identification of students with dyslexia and the implementation of the Scottish Rite Dyslexia Training Program
in an elementary school setting.

Cecilia Sofie currently serves as a Title | Intervention Teacher in the Tuscaloosa County School System.

She received her doctorate in School Psychology from the University of Alabama in 1998, specializing in the
identification of children with dyslexia. During her twenty-five year career, Dr. Sofie has taught in a variety of
settings: public and private as well as rural and urban elementary schools and at the university level. Her students
have ranged in age from five to fifty-five.

Sensational Performances, Authentic Learning, Creativity, and
Life-Changing Relationships!
BIrRMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room L Audience: All

Themes: Language Development and Literacy, Promoting High Intellectual Performance,
Enrichment, Culture and Learning

Presenters: CATE HART AND TAUNYA JENKINS

Hear how Roosevelt Magnet School for the Arts is enriching students’ learning by integrating the arts and
service learning in an interdisciplinary Bridges project. Intergenerational programs pair students with community
elders. Through relationship building, oral histories, and performances, the lives of all are enriched and the bonds
between school and community are strengthened. Participants will leave with tools and templates to use back home
in implementing their own programs.

Cate Hart is with the Center on Education and Lifelong Learning at Indiana University. Taunya Jenkins is the
Principal of Roosevelt Magnet School for the Arts (K-8) in Peoria, lllinois.
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Second Afternoon Session Featured Speakers 2:15-3:35pm

Expanding Students Visual Literacy: Exploring the Visual/Spatial Landscape

BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room M Audience: All
Theme: Language Development and Literacy, Culture and Learning

Featured Presenter: DONNA OGLE

This session will center on the increasingly visual environment both in school materials and in students’
lives, providing teachers with a great opportunity to use these resources to stimulate students’ critical thinking
and develop their spatial intelligence. Dr. Ogle will involve participants in this session in a series of activities in
language arts and social studies that help students focus on the characteristics of “visual texts,” and then use a
variety of visual, graphic and narrative sources to think critically.

Donna Ogle is a professor in the Reading and Language Department of the National-Louis University. Her
primary areas of interest are reading strategies and the process of instructional change in schools. The K-W-L
strategy that she belief in the power of teacher collaboration and a strong conviction that “teachers, teaching
teachers” has a remarkable impact on student achievement.

Ogle

METHODS WHEREBY URB.A.N FIFTH/SIXTH GRADERS FAR OUTPERFORMED
NINTH GRADERS ON STATEWIDE ALGEBRA EXAMS

SHERATON BALLROOM Audience: All
Theme: Promoting High Intellectual Performance

Featured Presenter: EVERARD BARRETT

In this session, educators will be shown how learning stories are used in the teaching and learning of Barrett
mathematics. Professor B’s session will show how children can comfortably master mathematics by using their
minds the same way they do for comfortably learning connections and flow (the structure) within stories. Come and
discover how everyone can become an Instant Master Teacher.

Everard Barrett has been an Associate Professor in the Mathematics Department, State University of New
York, College at Old Westbury since 1971 and is the president of Professor B Enterprises, Inc. From 1962 to 1971,
he taught junior and senior high school mathematics in Brooklyn, New York. He is the author of the Professor
B Methodology for Mathematics Education and has conducted numerous interventions in elementary school
mathematics education throughout the U.S. since 1973. His methods allow second grade students to master
multiplication facts and long division. Professor B believes that a solid mathematics education is necessary for
rescuing urban youth from downwardly spiraling to abysmal academic failure. Conventional teaching, however, can
actually prevent these students from learning mathematics.

Second Afternoon Session Breakout Presenters 2:15-3:35 pm

Literacy and Character Development: Working Together for Student Success

BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Roowm F Audience: Pre-K-3, 4-8
Themes: Language Development and Literacy, Culture and Learning

Presenter: KELLY STUART

This session addresses the challenges of teaching reading comprehension and building a caring community
in grades K-6. The presenter will discuss lessons that incorporate fiction and expository texts to promote students’
ability to comprehend text while exposing them to the joys of reading. Through video, teacher anecdotes, and
other examples of students’ thinking in the classroom participants will explore the importance of talk and
responsibility, the value of cooperative structures in learning and comprehension strategies, and ways to foster
prosocial development.
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Color Me Love-Personality Impacts Learning -
BiIrMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEeeTING Room G Audience: All ‘
Themes: Language Development and Literacy, Promoting High Intellectual Performance, o o

=1

Enrichment, Culture and Learning, Educator Preparation s

Presenters: BERTHA RicHARDSON™" AND PauL HANNA™

Richardson

This interactive, engaging session provides foundations, research and strategies that improve classroom
dynamics (climate, discipline, relationships and academics) and intellectual success for all children. Looking for
ways to spark motivation and enthusiasm with students? Look no further, learn how personality impacts learning.
Two NUA consultants, described as “dynamic” by some and “edutaining” by others, will integrate decades of
research and classroom experience with specific successful strategies that work with all learners (the struggling,
reluctant, and gifted). Provided are tools designed to power up learning and work to close the achievement gap
for all.

Bertha Richardson, Ed.D., an internationally recognized educator has over thirty-two years of educational
experience. She served as the Teaching Specialist and classroom teacher in the School District of University City,
Missouri for over twenty-nine years. She is the published author of many curriculum materials with a character
education focus. Paul Hanna is best described as “teacher.” He is the Reading Specialist in the South Callaway
School District, working with students in kindergarten through sixth grade and teachers of all levels. He is an
Adjunct Instructor of Education at Columbia College in Columbia, Missouri, and consults nationally, training groups
in personality theory and literacy strategies.

Vibing with Vocabulary
BiRMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAST MEeeTING Room | Audience: Pre-K-3
Themes: Language Development and Literacy, Promoting High Intellectual Performance,
Enrichment, Culture and Learning, Educator Preparation

Presenter: DEBORAH THOMAS

This presentation looks at scientifically-based research concerning vocabulary instruction. According to
research, we see that most vocabulary is learned indirectly, and that some vocabulary must be taught directly. The
goal of this presentation is to provide teachers with some helpful ways to provide vocabulary instruction and to
allow them an opportunity to actually participate in planning a vocabulary lesson.

Deborah Kennedy Thomas has been employed in the Birmingham City School System for twenty-one years.
Currently, she is a kindergarten teacher at Glen Iris Elementary School. She has been chosen as Teacher of the Year
twice by the Birmingham City School System.

Beyond Bricks and Mortar: An Opportunity to Transform a School District

BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room N Audience: All
Theme: Language Development and Literacy, Promoting High Intelligence Performance,
Enrichment, Learning Needs of Boys, Culture and Learning, Educator Preparation Zaretsky

Presenters: MARILYN ZARETSKY*, EVA JOSEPH, AND SHELIA FRIDOVICH™

Find out how the collaboration between the Albany City Schools and the National Urban Alliance (NUA) has
produced a renewed commitment in a community to provide exemplary professional development for teachers.
Learn how the entire community was mobilized to support the systematic approach to improving instruction.
Participate in demonstration lessons and multi-media presentation of how teachers engage and motivate students in
their urban classrooms.

Marilyn Zaretsky is a Director for the National Urban Alliance. She spent thirty-five years in public education
and retired as Superintendent of Schools in South Huntington, NY. Dr. Eva Joseph is Superintendent of Schools for Joseph
the Albany City Schools. Sheila Fridovich is a consultant with the National Urban Alliance.

It Needs To Make Sense! —Comprehension Instruction To Reach All Students
BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room L Audience: All
Themes: Language Development and Literacy, Educator Preparation

Presenter: MARK BARRATT

Fridovich

This presentation will highlight research-based best practices in Reading Comprehension instruction.
Participants will view and discuss video and audio clips of inner-city teachers and students actively engaged in
explicit reading comprehension strategy instruction and application. Participants will explore the notion of the
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Second Afternoon Session Breakout Presenters (continued) 2:15-3:35pM

gradual release of responsibility from teacher to learner as a major guiding principle that underpins a balanced
approach to literacy and learning.

Mark Barratt is an Australian Literacy consultant with over twenty-five years experience in elementary
education, most spent working in inner city and urban schools. His recent work has included presentations at
the 2006 NCTE conference in Nashville as well as State Literacy Conferences in New York, New Jersey and the
Southeast IRA conference in Alabama. He has led workshops for educators in Alabama, Texas, and Toronto, Canada.
In 2006 he has been invited to be a lead presenter at the National Reading Recovery Association conference in
Columbus, Ohio. For the past 5 years he has provided on-site professional development in both New Jersey and
New York City schools.

Relationships: The Heart and Soul of Transformational Change; a Tale of Two Cities
BirmINGHAM CoNVENTION CeENTER EAST MEeTING Room D Audience: All
Themes: Culture and Learning, Educator Preparation

Presenters: VERONICA McDERMOTT™, CYNTHIA FERNANDES, ARLENE CASSELLO,
AND PoRTIA BONNER

Two Connecticut districts, one large and one small, created two different leadership team designs: common to
both is the emphasis on relationship building between and among administrators and teachers as a core element of
change. In this session, participants will hear each district’s story, explore the crucial role of relationship building in
the change process, experience a variety of powerful relationship-building activities, participate in an extended text-
based discussion, and use a number of generative meaning-making strategies with fellow participants.

Veronica McDermott, Ph.D is a Director with the National Urban Alliance. Henry Kelly is the Deputy
Superintendent of Bridgeport Public Schools. Cynthia Fernandes is the Director Learning and Teaching of Bridgeport
Public Schools. Arlene Cassello is the Director of Instruction and Assessment of Hamden Public Schools. Dr. Portia
Bonner is the Assistant Superintendent of Hamden Public Schools.

Cognitive Pathways to Math
BIRMINGHAM CoONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room O Audience: All
Theme: Promoting High Intelligence Performance

Presenter: MEIR BEN-HUR

Feuerstein’s Instrumental Enrichment (FIE) has been used in bridging FIE’s “learning how to learn” process into
mathematics. Cognitive Pathways to Mathematics is a professional development program, which is modulated to
address the range of grade levels and areas of school mathematics, including early mathematics, arithmetic (middle Ben-Hur
school level), algebra, geometry, and probability and statistics. It is designed to develop teachers’ knowledge of
the fundamental mathematical ideas of the school curriculum, their understanding of the cognitive challenges that
explain systematic students’ errors, and awareness of the best empirically established instructional strategies relative
to the different strands of mathematics. This session will introduce the program, engage participants in activities that
will demonstrate its nature, and present some of the available data on its successes.

Student Voice Through Electronic Portfolios
BirmingHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING RoOoM A Audience: All

Themes: Language Development and Literacy; Promoting High Intelligence Performance;
Culture and Learning

Presenters: GIL Diaz AND APRIL MOORE

This session will show how to capitalize on authentic portfolio assessment for literacy/biliteracy and content
area development without the hassle of paper. Using non-linear, multimedia PowerPoint presentations and online
ePortfolios, students produce electronic portfolios that include description, analysis, and reflection on All standards
represented while integrating 21st century technology skills.

Gil Diaz is the Curriculum Coordinator of Educational Technology for the San Bernardino County
Superintendent of Schools. He holds a Masters Degree in Curriculum and Instruction with an emphasis in
Educational Administration. He has taught 10 years in all elementary grades including six years as a bilingual
educator. April Moore, Secondary Literacy Coordinator with San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools, is a
former high school language arts teacher. She received her Bachelor of Arts in English from Vanguard University and
Master of Arts in Education, with an emphasis in Instructional Technology from Chapman University.
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Basic FIE

BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room K Audience: All
Theme: Promoting High Intelligence Performance

Presenter: GWEN LAVERT

Basic Feuerstein’s Instrumental Enrichment is a cognitive enhancement program. It has been studied extensively
and consistently proven to be effective in the enhancement of learning abilities of lower functioning students,
particularly those students who traditionally comprise the lowest achieving groups. In this session, Dr. Lavert will
introduce the program, engage participants in activities that will demonstrate its nature, and present some of the
research on its effectiveness.

Closing Session 3:45-5:05 pm

Culture, Learning, and Literacy: How Teachers Help All Students Achieve
BiIrRMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room BALLROOM

Keynote Presenter: SONIA NIETO

Using research with caring and committed classroom teachers who work with students of racially, culturally,
and linguistically diverse backgrounds, this keynote presentation will explore how they build on students’ identities
and experiences, challenge institutional policies and practices that get in the way of learning, and prepare students
for life beyond test scores, rubrics, and templates.

Professor Emerita of Language, Literacy, and Culture, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Sonia Nieto has
written extensively on multicultural education, teacher education, and the education of students of culturally and
linguistically diverse backgrounds. She has taught at all levels from elementary grades through graduate school and
has received many awards for her research, advocacy, and service.
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SUNDAY PROGRAMS

Opening Session 8:30-10:00 Am

A Technology Based Application of the School-wide Enrichment Model:

Approaching the Achievement Gap from Strength-Base Perspective
SHERATON BALLROOM

Keynote Presenter: JOSEPH RENZULLI

Remarkable advances in instructional communication technology (ICT) have now made it possible to provide
high levels of enrichment services to students who have access to a computer and the internet. The presentation
will describe an Internet based program that is designed to increase the level of student engagement and motivation
thought use of high interest “hands-on” activities. This program called the Renzulli Learning System (RLS) goes
beyond the popular “worksheets-on-line” or courses on-line that , by and large, havre been early applications of ICT
in most school situations. The program is based on thirty years of research on promoting high levels of engagement
in all learners.

Joseph Renzulli is the Neag Professor of Gifted Education and Talent Development at the University of
Connecticut where he also serves as the Director of The National Research Center on the Gifted and Talented.
In March of 2000, he was named one of six Board of Trustees Distinguished Professors at the University of
Connecticut. He has served on numerous editorial boards in the fields of gifted education, educational psychology
and research, and law and education. He also served as a Senior Research Associate for the White House Task Force
on Education for the Gifted and Talented. Dr. Renzulli is a Fellow in the American Psychological Association, and
he has received distinguished research awards from the National Association for Gifted Children and the University
of Connecticut.

Renzulli

Second Morning Session Featured Speaker 10:10-11:25 Am

Saving Our Students
SHERATON BALLROOM
Presenter: PROFESSOR REUVEN FEUERSTEIN

The initiative undertaken by NUA in partnership with ICELP has, as its main goal, the creation of the conditions
necessary for the development of cognitive processes and higher mental structures in children, youth and young
adults in the African-American school population.

This intervention program is based on a firm belief, supported by strong scientific evidence, in the modifiability Feuerstein
of this population. They are endowed with a high potential to be affected by appropriate learning modalities -
particularly by the Mediated Learning Experience and by the applied systems derived from the theory of Structural
Cognitive Modifiability. It is by meaningful and focused interventions of this kind that these children and adults will
gain access to higher education and become contributing members of a technology-focused society.

Reuven Feuerstein, a clinical psychologist who studied at the University of Geneva under Jean Piaget, Andre
Rey, Barbel Inhelder, and Marguerite Loosli Uster, went on to earn his Ph.D. in Developmental Psychology at the
Sorbonne. He is currently the director of the Center for Development of Human Potential in Jerusalem. From 1970
until the present Dr. Feuerstein has served as Professor in the School of Education at Bar Ilan University in Ramat
Gan, Israel; he is also the Director of the Hadassah-Wizo-Canada Research Institute, in Jerusalem, Israel. His life’s
work has been the development of the Theory of Structural Cognitive Modifiability and its emergent practices of
dynamic assessment, active intervention, and placement of both children and adults in “shaping environments”.

The concept of mediated learning experience, which he describes as the proximal determinant of differential
cognitive development, is based on the assumption that a human development can be neither conceived of as a
sole epiphenomenon of neurophysiological maturation nor considered as simply the product of the individual’s
chance encounter with and direct exposure to stimuli and his active interaction with them. In addition to these
determinants, it is by the flow of information transmitted to the individual by a process of mediation through
channels produced by mediation itself that higher mental functions are developed. It is the mediation process
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itself that constructs both its content and structure. Implied by the concept of mediated learning experience is an
intergenerational relationship determined by the strong need for ensuring continuity beyond the biological existence
of the individual. While used at a number of schools in the United States, Professor Feuerstein’s work is very known
and used in South America and Europe.

Second Morning Session Breakout Presenters 10:10-11:25 Am

Teaching and Leading for Social Justice Advocacy: A Journey to Unravel Racism

in Education.

BiIrRMINGHAM CoONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room A Audience: All
Themes: Promoting High Intelligence Performance, Enrichment, Educator Preparation

Presenter: GARA FIELD

Teaching and Leading for Social Justice Advocacy (TLSJA), is a year-long program to examine the intersection
of race and instruction. Teams of teachers and administrators spend a weekend retreat at the start of the program
to examine white privilege, internalized oppression, and institutionalized racism as these are “woven” into public
education. The goal of this program is to transform educators to insure high quality instruction for all students.

A Powerful Instructional Delivery Model: Addressing the Needs of All Learners
BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room E Audience: Grades 4-12
Themes: Language Development and Literacy, Learning Needs of Boys, Educator Preparation

Presenters: SAMUEL KLEIN AND LYNNETTE HARRIS

In order to meet the needs of all learners in mainstream classrooms, teachers must employ an instructional
delivery model that reaches everyone. By building background knowledge and engaging students in active learning,
teachers can increase achievement and student involvement. This interactive session explores an instructional
delivery model that: 1) activates background knowledge; 2) engages students; 3) differentiates active learning; 4)
requires student reflection; 5) makes connections.

Samuel Klein and Lynnette Harris are Curriculum Specialists in Fairfax County, Virginia. With nearly 50 years
of experience at the classroom, central office, and local and national levels of education, Klein and Harris bring a
practical, engaging approach to teaching. Their experiences include work with ESL, GT and mainstream students.

Harris

Livin’ Poetry
BirmiNngHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Roowm F Audience: All
Themes: Enrichment, Learning Needs of Boys, Culture and Learning

Presenter: FRANK TRAVIS

Livin’ Poetry is a program of poetry presented in a storytelling format. Frank Travis recites the works of Paul
Laurence Dunbar, James Weldon Johnson and Langston Hughes. He skillfully provides a brief historical biography of
the poet and sets-up the background for each selection performed. The presentation is interactive and the audience
often becomes part of the program much to the delight of everyone. Travis

Frank Travis is known throughout Alabama as “Mr. Poetry”. He is a featured presenter at the Alabama Reading
Association State Conferences. He has been a featured performer at the WC Handy Festivals in Florence, Alabama
for the last 10 years. He an outstanding dramatist and an acclaimed actor.

Arts and Literature Integration
BirmINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAST MEeeTING Room G Audience: Grades 9-12
Themes: Language Development and Literacy, Enrichment, Culture and Learning

Presenters: BETH GRrRove, Naomi Nock, AND BeTty MiLam

Last year, a middle school English teacher, high school English teacher, and visual arts instructor collaborated
on an integrated unit. The unit consisted of four art lessons and two integrated lessons taught to both grade levels.
Each grade level also had two separate integrated lessons. The unit focused on art elements and skills along with
reading and writing skills. The theme was self-portraiture. Our presentation of this unit will include samples of
lesson plans and pictures from classes in session.
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Second Morning Session Breakout Presenters (continued) 10:10-11:25 am

Beth Grove teaches high school English at the St. Clair County Day Program, a school for at-risk students. Her
arts background includes twenty years involvement with community theatre. She has acted, directed, costumed,
crewed, constructed set, and worked as stage manager. Naomi Nock studied painting and drawing at the Atlanta
College of Art. She is an accomplished portrait artist with twenty years experience in the Birmingham area. She runs
a portrait studio as well as the Building Esteem Through Art (BETA) Program at the Day Program, now in its fifth year.
Betty Milam teaches middle school English at the Day Program. She is fairly new to arts integration, but has taught
in public school for thirty-three years.

The Importance of Technology Instruction in Urban Schools
BirRMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING RoOM J Audience: All
Theme: Promoting High Intellectual Performance

Presenter: MICHAEL WILSON

This presentation will look at technology issues especially related to students in urban settings. The presentation
is based on research from Mr. Wilson’s 2002 Dissertation entitled “The Digital Divide: A Study of Teacher Awareness
and Efforts to Address the Issue.” His research showed that the use of technology in urban schools and homes is
significantly lower than that of their suburban peers. Many times the issues are financial in nature, but we are
finding more and more that lack of knowledge of teachers and other school personnel is a great problem also. This
presentation will look at the issues and present ideas for educators to utilize existing technology in the classroom
and give participants an idea of the importance of its use, especially in urban settings where more opportunities and
options need to be provided for our children.

Michael Wilson has been with Birmingham City Schools since 1991. He earned his Bachelors Degree from
Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas. Dr. Wilson completed his Masters and Ed.S. in special education
from The University of Alabama, Birmingham, an Ed.S. in Educational Administration from the University of
Montevallo. In 2003 he was awarded a Ph.D. in Instructional Leadership by the University of Alabama. Michael has
served as a special education teacher, assistant principal and principal at Whatley K-8 School in Birmingham. He is
currently principal of Glen Iris Elementary School.

Thoughtful Teachers, Powerful Learning: A New Model for Developing

Early Literacy in Mississippi
BirRMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEeeTiNGg Room K Audience: Pre-K-3
Theme: Language Development and Literacy

Presenter: DEBORAH DuNcaAN OWENS

This presentation highlights the findings of a qualitative study investigating the experiences of twelve teachers
implementing a new model of reading reform in demonstration classrooms in Mississippi schools, both urban and
rural delta, serving kindergarten and first grade children assessed as being the most at-risk and in need of reading
intervention. The work, challenges, and successes of these dynamic, thoughtful, knowledgeable determined literacy
teachers is described.

Deborah Duncan Owens is a NBPTS certified teacher currently earning her Ph.D. at Mississippi State
University. In addition to her work in literacy, she works to promote civil rights education in Mississippi schools.
Working with the William Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation in 2005, she organized a Civil Rights Education
Summit which has become an annual event in Mississippi.

Literacy Learning Communities—Embedded, Authentic, Sustained
BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room L Audience: All
Themes: Language Development and Literacy, Culture and Learning, Educator Preparation

Presenter: RELEAH LENT

This session infuses professional learning communities with researched-based literacy practices. Administrators,
coaches, and teacher leaders will learn how to re-ignite their staffs through school-wide literacy learning practices
that will positively affect student achievement.

ReLeah Lent is author of three educational books, the latest titled Engaging Adolescent Learners: A Guide for
Content Area Teachers; all three are published by Heinemann. Her new book, due out in fall of 2007, addresses
literacy learning communities. Lent was a secondary teacher for more than 20 years and on faculty at The University
of Central Florida. She won both NCTE and IRA’s intellectual freedom awards in 2003.

Lent
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First Afternoon Session Featured Speakers 12:55-2:15 pm

Learning Deficiencies or Deficient Learning?
SHERATON BALLROOM

Featured Presenter: RABBI RAFI FEUERSTEIN

The phenomenon of learning deficiencies occupies a considerable place in world educational systems. The
increase of the phenomenon raises the question of whether we are facing a trait or a state. A trait is a fixed character
feature—in all probability innate—with far-reaching implications and above all, non-modifiable.

Feuerstein’s Theory of Structural Cognitive Modifiability postulates that learning deficiency is a “state”— Feuerstein
dependent, amongst other things, on the environment in which the person exists and functions, and, most
importantly, that this state can be changed dramatically.

Rabbi Rafi Feuerstein will argue that deeming learning deficiencies to be a matter of “state” stems from
perceiving intelligence as a product of culture. Culture conveyed by parents and teachers to the younger generation
comprises not only content but also thinking functions. Learning deficiency must be perceived as a state of the
difficulty to convey culture, the cause of the failure to acquire necessary thinking and learning functions. The
importance of this question is increased enormously when applied to students from culturally different backgrounds.

Such students are at risk of being labeled learning-deficient merely because the strategies they acquired in their
natural environment are unsuitable for the academic environment in which they find themselves.

The lecture will analyze cases that show the possible effect of cultural difference on erroneous learning
deficient labeling and on methods for the cognitive development of various groups of the population who have been
branded learning-deficient or underachievers.

Responsible Test Preparation: Teaching For Thinking With Texts
SHERATON BALLROOM

Featured Presenter: DOROTHY STRICKLAND

This presentation will stress effective instruction for helping children, at all grade levels, think with text
in a variety of situations. It will offer alternatives to some of the current counterproductive test taking practices in
which students are subjected to mindless practice that supplants the school curriculum and subverts true learning
and achievement.

Dorothy Strickland is the Samuel DeWitt Proctor Professor of Education at Rutgers University. A former
classroom teacher, reading consultant and learning disabilities specialist, she is a past president of the International
Reading Association and has been honored as a member of the IRA Reading Hall of Fame.

Strickland

The Right Stuff —Teacher Dispositions
SHERATON BALLROOM

Featured Presenters: MiCHAEL FRONING AND Vickl CHou

This panel will discuss the latest research and thought on teacher dispositions. The panelists will highlight
what traits the prospective teacher should have and what the schools of education should impart to the pre-service
teacher in order to best prepare the teacher to be successful. Also considered will be the post university support that
new teachers should receive. Froning
Michael Froning is the Dean of the School of Education at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. Vicki
Chou is the Dean of the School of Education at the University of Illinois at Chicago.

Assessment Strategies for Self-Directed Learning
BirmiNGHAM CoONVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room M

Featured Presenter: BENA KALLICK

Although we are painfully aware that our students are learning how to face a life of tests, do we prepare
them for the tests of life? This session will focus on how the habits of mind can serve as a foundation for developing
self-directed, life long problem solvers and learners. The assessment strategies suggested are practical and provide
a framework for efficacy where students celebrate what they can do and what they need to do to improve Kallick
their achievement.
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First and Second Afternoon Sessions Workshops 12:55-3:35 pm

Integrating Curricula with Multiple Intelligences

BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEeTING Room A Audience: All
Theme: Promoting High Intelligence Performance

Presenters: JUDY STOEHR™, ALEXIS LEITGEB™, AND LYNN WILHELM™*

This interactive workshop is designed to promote the highest possible intellectual development of all students.
The presenters will model lessons for several different levels that target each of Gardner’s intelligences, including his
newest one, the existentialist. Participants will learn new strategies for teaching to students’ strengths by integrating
all nine intelligences into their curricula. The workshop is very practical and hands-on, and participants will be able
to apply what they learn in their own classrooms immediately.

Judy Stoehr has taught all levels, and is coauthor of Integrating Curricula with Multiple Intelligences: Teams,
Themes & Threads, published by Corwin Press. Alexis Leitgeb was a classroom teacher, school counselor, Dean
of Students, assistant principal, and principal. Lynn Wilhelm was a classroom teacher, Reading Recovery Teacher
Leader, and Central office curriculum supervisor. All three have taught at the college level, and are consultants
for NUA.

Advancing Literacy and Overall Success in Birmingham City Schools
BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEeTING Room B Audience: Grades 9-12
Themes: Language Development and Literacy, Promoting High Intelligence Performance,
Enrichment, Learning Needs of Boys, Culture and Learning, Educator Preparation

Presenter: CARLTON LoNG™

Carlton Long (National Urban Alliance professional staff developer) presents theoretical framework for the
professional staff development that he is facilitating in Birmingham Public Schools. Birmingham Public School
teachers who partner with the National Urban Alliance, and routinely work with Carlton Long in staff development
workshops, will introduce participants to practical and novel literacy strategies (and approaches to pedagogy) that
they have learned, and used with success.

A Rhodes scholar and native of Gary, Indiana, Carlton Long is a professional staff developer with the National
Urban Alliance. Carlton has taught in public high schools, and at Columbia University as well as London University.
Carlton Long’s research focuses on race and educational opportunity for children.

Voice Lessons: Understanding the Power of Language
BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room D Audience: Grades 4-12
Themes: Language Development and Literacy, Promoting High Intelligence Performance,
Enrichment

Presenter: NANCY DeaN™

How do we explain the elusive voice of writers? How do we help students develop their own voice in writing?
Participants in this session will explore the elements of voice (diction, detail, imagery, figurative language, syntax,
and tone) in fiction and expository writing. They will also experiment with the use of art and music to teach voice
and experience Voice Lessons: exercises designed to foster reading with understanding and writing with personality.

Nancy Dean is an associate professor and curriculum coordinator at P.K. Yonge Research School, University
of Florida. In her 35 years of teaching, she has taught middle and high school, remedial, regular, ESOL, and
Advanced Placement classes. She is a national consultant in secondary literacy and author of books on cross-age
tutoring and voice.

By Kids For Kids Inventive Thinking Program
BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAasT MEETING Room E Audience: Grades 4-8, All
Theme: Promoting High Intelligence

Presenter: CHRISTINE CASEY

Did you know that the television was invented by a 14 year old? The helicopter by a 18 year old? Graduated
training wheels that come in closer as you learn to ride your bike by a kindergartner? Learn about a dynamic new
project-based, hands-on, minds-on program to help your students improve their problem solving skills. They will
learn to identify a problem, brainstorm solutions, develop solutions, analyze and test their idea, research prior
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inventions, keep a journal, and a host of other 21st Century Skills. This multi media presentation will feature
ideas you can begin in your classroom immediately. The By Kids For Kids Inventive Thinking Program is aligned
to National Standards in multiple disciplines and have been tested by teachers across America. An evaluation was
performed by professors from Johns Hopkins University. There are downloadable activities, ongoing newsletters,
reproducible fun sheets, as well as the largest collection of resources about inventing including information about
famous kid inventors...as well as those you will find in your neighborhood!

In September 2006, Dr. Christine Casey received a Congressional Award as a Beacon of Hope for All Americans
for her “continuous unselfish service to children and education”. Her life’s work had been defined by a commitment
to empowering youth and facilitating the potential of underserved populations. Dr. Casey earned a Doctorate and
two Masters Degrees in Curriculum and Administration from Teachers College and a third Masters in Education from
Hunter College, lowa. Dr. Casey currently consults to the By Kids For Kids Company, leading statewide and national
creativity and inventive thinking initiatives.

Mindfully Resolving Conflicts: Facilitation for Diversity Issues
BirmingHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Room F Audience: All
Theme: Language and Culture

Presenters: MATHEW JOHNSON AND HENRY BOURGEOIS

How do we begin a conversation with people culturally different from ourselves? Why did they get angry,
offended or hurt? These fears keep us apart and in silence, Explore what it takes to walk across the room—and in
that journey develop authentic and meaningful relationships, even in conflict or misunderstanding. The experiential
diversity facilitation workshop combines role play, training vignettes (provided), and discussion to address issues
such as racism and cultural differences.

Matthew Johnson has thirteen years of federal government experience. During his federal career he held several
positions including auditor, Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) Counselor, EEO Specialist and EEO Director. He
has been an independent consultant for three years. Matthew has conducted EEO, Diversity and Communication
Skills Training for the Armed Forces Information Service, Government Training Institute, Defense Protective Service,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of Defense-Office of the Inspector General, and the Treasury Inspector
General for Tax Administration.

Henry Bourgeois has twenty years of experience teaching foreign languages, media production, and mass
communications in various universities in the U.S. and Latin America. For the past six years, he has been a training
consultant for the Department of Defense in equal opportunity, cultural diversity and intercultural communication
issues in the workplace.

Johnson

Bourgeois

What is it About Me You Can’t Teach? Students’ questions and

Educators’ Responses
BIrRMINGHAM CoONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room G Audience: All
Theme: Educator Preparation

Presenter: ELEANOR RENEE RODRIGUEZ

This interactive session will focus on strategies that will assist educators flip the script by having them ask the
questions through cognitive mediation. Educators will look at their current practices and the students they serve
through reflection activities. The presenter will identify and model strategies and innovations. The end product will
be the beginning of a personal/professional plan for change to meet the educational needs of the students they
serve. This session, focused on the NUA theme, Educator Preparation, will address issues, share strategies, provide
opportunities for participants to collaborate, and develop a plan for change.

Dr. Rodriguez, coauthor of the thought provoking book, What is it About Me You Can’t Teach? is internationally
recognized for her strategies for improving the performance of diverse learners. She has public school experience
from substitute teacher to superintendent, including Assistant to the Superintendent, Elementary Principal, and most
importantly, teacher.

Connecting Scientific and Mathematical Thinking Through Literacy
BirMINGHAM CONVENTION CENTER EAST MEETING Roowm | Audience: Grades 4-8, Grades 9-12
Themes: Promoting High Intelligence Performance, Enrichment, Culture and Learning

Presenter: MARY KAY BACALLAO™
Integrated problem solving situations that address both scientific and mathematical thinking will be presented.

These themes build on prior knowledge. But they don’t stop there. Students will be challenged to solve authentic
problems from the world around them by using both scientific and mathematical principles. The originality of these
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First and Second Afternoon Sessions Workshops (continued) 12:55-3:35pm

problems capitalize on the novelty factor to stimulate student interest. Students use acquired mathematical and
scientific skills to solve real problems and write about their thinking.

Dr. Mary Kay Bacallao is a consultant for the National Urban Alliance in Newark. She also serves as an
associate professor at Mercer University where she teaches Science Methods, Math Methods, and the Construction
of Scientific and Mathematical Thinking.

Engaging Young Learners with Nonfiction
BirMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room L Audience: Pre-K-3
Theme: Language Development and Literacy

Presenter: DEBRA CROUCH

Children learn about text features and content, but rarely learn the organization, language structures and text
structures that take them beyond literal understanding of facts presented in nonfiction books. For K-3 teachers, the
presenter will model a structure for examining informational text by exploring one text type, a report, to determine
purpose, organization, structures, and language associated with the text type. Participants will apply the learning on
a second text type, explanations.

Debra Crouch works nationally as an independent consultant coaching teachers, staff developers, and
principals, emphasizing assessment and planning to support instruction for K-6 classrooms. She has been involved
in education for the past 17 years, most recently in districts in Alabama, Michigan, California, and Washington.

Crouch

First Afternoon Session Breakout Presenters 12:55-2:15 pm

Developing the Writing Process
BirRMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEeeTiNg Room E Audience: Grades 4-8
Themes: Promoting High Intelligence Performance, Enrichment

Presenters: REGINA LONG AND Lisa LONG

Many educators do not focus attention on writing in urban classrooms. This presentation will be focused on
the four modes of writing: descriptive, expository, narrative, and persuasive. It will present ideas that can be used to
engage students in the writing process and hopefully create in students a thirst to write more.

Leadership for Sustainable English Learner Success
BiIrMINGHAM CoNVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room K Audience: All
Themes: Language Development and Literacy, Culture and Learning

Presenter: FRANCISCA SANCHEZ

In an era of state standards and high stakes accountability, what must administrators know about leadership and
schooling English learners so that our policies, programs, and practices result in the type of school success English
learners need in order to realize their full potential for successful 21st century citizenship? This session will provide
a framework for exploring key leadership questions on the path to systems reform that yields accelerated and
sustainable student success.

Francisca Sanchez is Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction with the San Bernardino County
Superintendent of Schools Office and has served in a variety of leadership, administrative, and teaching positions
at the district, county office, regional, and state levels. In recognition of her continuing contributions to education,
she was awarded a Presidential Excellence Medallion from California State University, San Bernardino, and in 2002,
named as 2002 Inland Empire Educator of the Year. She is currently chair of the California Curriculum & Instruction
Steering Committee’s Visual and Performing Arts Subcommittee.
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Second Afternoon Session Featured Speakers 2:20-3:55 pm

Research on Thinking Maps: A Transformational Language for Learning
SHERATON BALLROOM
Featured Presenter: DAVID HYERLE

The session centers on the belief that it is the constellation of fundamental thought processes that is the
universal dimension of humanness. Unfortunately, these cognitive processes are often implied within content
teaching (especially within the present standards movement), thus students’ cognitive and critical thinking
development evolves inconsistently and unmediated in schools. Thinking Maps is a meta-language of eight
interdependent cognitive patterns based on foundational thinking skills—and frame semantics—that are taught
explicitly to students across whole schools and at the college level. This unique language for learning is particularly
useful for shifting under performing students’ content knowledge upwards while engaging their thinking capacities
at a new level. This presentation pointedly challenges several debilitating myths about “thinking” while synthesizing
twenty years of research and practice demonstrating students’ improved thinking, literacy and content learning
through the self-differentiating use of Thinking Maps.

David Hyerle is the developer of the Thinking Maps model and author of the primary training resources for
implementing Thinking Maps. Presently, he is the Director of Research and Development for Designs For Thinking
and facilitating new applications of Thinking Maps in the field. He is a frequent keynote speaker, author of two
A.S.C.D. books focused on visual tools, and developer of a new online course: Visual Tools for Literacy. He is also
coauthor with Larry Alper of the new leadership guide and training: Thinking Maps: Leading with a New Language.

Reading Strategies for the Underachieving Reader
BIrRMINGHAM CoONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Room M

Featured Presenters: KYLENE BEERS AND ROBERT PrROBST

This workshop offers a rationale and strategies for teaching reading and literature with underachieving students. Beers
It assumes that, despite the difficulties such students may have, if they are offered proven strategies for attacking texts
and texts that are worth reading, both appealing to and challenging the, and they are in a classroom environment
that encourages them, they will learn.

Kylene Beers, author of When Kids Can’t Read: What Teachers Can Do, is a former teacher, a former editor, and
a senior reading researcher at Yale University. Kyleen currently serves as the Vice President of NCTE.

Robert Probst is a Research Fellow at the Center for Urban Education & Innovation, Florida International
University. Previously, he was an English teacher in Maryland, Supervisor of English, and Norfolk, Virginia. He is the
author of Response and Analysis, Elements of Literature, and Chapters in Into Focus: Understanding and Creating
Middle School Readers, Literature Instruction, Handbook of Research on Teaching English Language Arts. Probst

Facilitating Real Change At Building Level: Ideas For State, County and T

District Administrators
BiIrRMINGHAM CoONVENTION CENTER EAsT MEETING Roowm J

Keynote Presenters: JANICE JACKSON"", GERALD LAUBER™ AND AHMES ASKIA™

This session will present methods for state, county and district administrators becoming real agents for change
and improvement at the school building level instead of the “bureaucrat with the clipboard” whose function is only
to see that rules and regulations are followed.

Janice Jackson is an assistant professor in the Department of Education at Boston College. She holds an Ed.D.
degree from Harvard University. She was the deputy superintendent for the Boston Public Schools and deputy
assistant secretary for the Department of Education under the Clinton administration. Gerald Lauber is the Chief
Financial Officer of NUA and a past school superintendent in New York. Dr. Ahmes Askia is an NUA consultant
who is widely experienced in facilitating school change.
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Terminus and Sending Forth Session 3:45-5:15pm

Poverty Is Not Destiny
SHERATON BALLROOM

Keynote Presenter: ERIc COOPER™

This Terminus and Sending Forth Keynote Session will focus on the belief systems and expectations, which
determine student outcomes. The speaker will cite data to support the reality that virtually all schoolchildren and
youth can graduate from high school sufficiently prepared to attend a university or college. The presentation will
emphasize research, and cultural and cognitive strategies. The speaker will define the political, administrative and
instructional obstacles which deny opportunities for high intellectual performance by all students as well as methods
for overcoming these obstacles.

Eric Cooper is the President of the National Urban Alliance and an expert on the state of current American
education and a nationally known advocate for the children of America’s urban schools.

Cooper
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